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Mark 10:17-31 Salvation is following Jesus

Today, we are looking at Mark 10:17-31. The context of this happens during the period
where Jesus is still heading towards Jerusalem. And on this journey he keeps meeting
people whose questions give Jesus the opportunity to teach about what it means to
follow him. The audience is not just the ones asking the question, but primarily Jesus
uses these encounters to teach his disciples more about the what it means to follow
Christ. Today’s encounter may be the most important question that Jesus answers,
because it gets to the heart of salvation. | was raised in a church environment where the
message of the gospel was simply pray a repeat-after-me salvation prayer and then you
were saved. | did that as a child, but eventually came to understand that | was not really
saved because of saying a set of words. Like the man we will meet today in this
passage, since | was a child, | could honestly say that | had followed rules and was a
“good Christian kid.” But | was not saved. Because salvation is repenting of sin, meaning
you have to recognize your sin and accepting Jesus as your Lord, truly becoming a
follower of Christ. That is far more than words from our mouth, but attitudes of our
heart and actions that result.

Let’s begin reading at Mark 10:17 and meet this person who is confronted with what
salvation really is. 17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt
before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” This
man comes up to Jesus and the question he asks is the essential question of life. It is a
question that recognizes that this life cannot be all there is, and that there has to be a
greater purpose to life than the 60, 70, 80 or more years we live here on this globe. We
need to see that this is a good question. In fact, it is the question that God wants us to
ask, and God has provided the answer to. Now, of course the plan of salvation is beyond
our personal destiny, it is about the restoration of all of creation to God’s original plan
for it. But, at its core, God’s plan for salvation is about redeeming a people for himself
to an eternal life of bringing glory to him in a perfect environment. So, this is the right
question, but does this man like the answer he receives? Let’s read on and see how the
conversation goes. Look at verses 18-20. 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call
me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: Do

not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not
defraud, Honor your father and mother.”” 20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these |
have kept from my youth.”

Jesus answers the man with an interesting statement, No one is good except God alone.
He is doing two things with this statement. Number 1, he is pointing the man to God as
the source of salvation. Now, of course, Jesus is himself God and is the path to salvation
through God’s provision of his sacrifice on the cross. And that is where the 2nd idea
behind this comes into view. It seems as if Jesus is telling this man that he needs to
really think about what the implications are of calling Jesus, “good.” And then if he
understands that calling Jesus good means that he is God or at least in some way
related to God, then there are implications in recognizing that. That would be important
with what Jesus tells him to do after the man’s statement. Then Jesus points him to the
10 Commandments. These would have been the way that any good Jew would have
defined goodness. Jesus didn’t quote all of them, just the second half related to our
treatment of others. Of course, “Do not defraud” does not appear in the 10
Commandments, but is related to not coveting your neighbors property which would
lead to even fraudulent actions to get that property. In Jewish understanding, it was



absolutely possible for a person to keep the commandments and the man answers
according to that understanding. They believed that this was possible based on such
passages as Deuteronomy 30:15-16 “See, | have set before you today life and good,
death and evil. 16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | command
you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and

the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of
it. What they failed to understand was what the Old Testament made clear over and
over, because of sin, humans are incapable of actually keeping the law. But to the Jewish
worldview, keeping this commandments would put one in a right standing with God. In
other words by doing something, your position with God could be obtained. This idea
was even present in the question of the man to Jesus, what must | DO to inherit eternal
life?

This is the same understanding that many have today for how you get eternal life and
how you have a relationship with God. But when we come to Jesus and ask the question,
“what must | do to inherit eternal life,” you get an entirely different answer. This is what
we see in verses 21-22. 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You
lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Jesus confronts the man with the truth about
where real eternal life is found at. It is not about what you do, but who you follow. He
didn’t deny that this man had kept the commandments, but he pointed out in a direct
way that he had not actually kept the first commandment. Exodus 20:2-3 says, 2 “l am
the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me. At the root of all sin is a violation of
the the first commandment, because sin is any attitude or action that takes the glory
that God deserves in our lives. To put it simply, we violate the first commandment by
idolatry, by putting anything before God. That is the essence of sin according to Romans
3:23 which tells us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. When anything
detracts from God’s glory in our lives, it shows the depth of our sin. This man thought
that he was good enough by doing what the law said, but Jesus pointed out that in his
heart there was at least one thing ahead of God in his life — his money. So, rather than
being a law keeper, he was a law breaker. The answer that Jesus gave him was to give
away his wealth and follow Jesus. Now, does this mean that in order to be a Christian,
we must give away our money? No-:-that’s not what Jesus is saying here. He is
addressing this particular man and the sin he is not willing to repent of. You see
repentance from sin is not just saying words of repentance, but a determination to
reject that sin. For him, his wealth was where his true faith was at. This was a situation
of misplaced faith. His trust, his security in this life through money, kept him from
following Jesus. To follow Jesus and accept him as Savior and Lord is to truly repent of
sin, to reject it. Is it an immediate change, definitely not, but it is a willingness to change.
This man had no willingness to change because he was not truly repentant when
confronted with his sin.

We can criticize this man for his unwillingness to reject greed and to fully put his hope
for his eternal life in Jesus. But so many people do the same thing today. Maybe you are
here today, and still refuse to follow Jesus, because in your heart your sin is the same as
this man. Your hope in this world is found in money, and you don’t want God to ask you



to give it up in any way, or even feel an obligation to support his work with what you see
as YOURS. But it may not be money, for you it may be, being Japanese. To accept and
follow Jesus Christ is to reject certain aspects of the culture we live in and for some of
you born in, and that becomes the idol that keeps you from following Jesus. Just like this
young man, you are willing to sacrifice your eternal destiny for the security that comes
with your identity or your possessions here on this earth. Jesus recognized that the
presence of riches could be a great detriment to a person coming to Christ because of
the trust that so many of us have in the wealth we can accumulate on earth. And don’t
think this is just about the ultra wealthy. Probably none of us in this room this morning
will have to pray for money to purchase food for our next meal. In the eyes of many in
this world, that fact alone means that we are among the wealthy of this world. You
aren’t living on the street, you have money to take a train or in most cases probably
have a car if you need one. Based on that Jesus makes a surprising statement in verses
23-25. 23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed
at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “ Children, how difficult it is to enter the
kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” With good reason, the disciples were
astonished at Jesus’s words, because they recognized that taken literally this meant only
the poor could come to Christ, which went against everything they knew about Jesus.
He had followers who were poor and had experienced the mercy that Jesus showed
them where society did not, but he also had followers like Zacheus, a rich man who
followed Jesus in Luke 19. Clearly every class of people is included in the call to follow
Christ. Jesus tells them the solution to this problem as verses 26-27 continue. 26 And
they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be

saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God.
For all things are possible with God.” If salvation was our work, then this truth that it is
hard for the rich to follow Christ would be a significant problem. And it would mean that
it is probably not worth sharing the gospel because they will not respond. In fact, we
have a big problem if salvation was up to any of us rich or poor, old or young, Japanese,
Chinese, American or any other nationality. Because the Bible tells us in Romans 3:10-
12, as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one
seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one
does good, not even one.” Did you see that::-no one seeks for God? The only reason any
of us are followers is Christ is because of God’s grace. It is because God in his love
predestined to salvation. He chose us as Ephesians 1:4-6 says, 4 even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he
has blessed us in the Beloved.

Salvation is the free gift of God by his grace alone to those who have been chosen from
eternity to follow Christ as their Lord and Saviour. This is a complete dedication of
ourselves to Jesus, and his purpose for our lives. But this is not a loss, this is our best
gain. That’s what we see in verses 28-31. 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have
left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, there is no one who
has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my
sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses
and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and



in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
Peter again runs his mouth, and you should read this is as him sort of looking for
applause and sympathy for what he sees as a big deal to give everything up to follow
Christ. But this isn’t the right attitude in following Christ. We don’t spend time focusing
on who gave up more to follow Christ, we spend time focusing on the one we are
following and what we gain in and through him. Look at the difference in the Apostle
Paul’s words in the letter to the Philippians. Philippians 3:8-10 says, 8 Indeed, | count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order
that | may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God that depends on faith— 10 that | may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by
any means possible | may attain the resurrection from the dead. The Apostle Paul had
discovered the answer to the question, what must | do to inherit eternal life? And the
answer to that question was knowing Jesus as his Lord. He valued that relationship so
much that everything else on earth looked to him as rubbish, as garbage, in the face of
Jesus. So to him, it wasn’t giving up anything but trash, so he could inherit eternal life
that came through the resurrection to eternal life that is promised to all who know
Jesus.

That is what Jesus is saying here. The call to follow Jesus is not both..and, you can’t
have the world and have Jesus. It is either, or. He demands all of us, all our devotion,
and undivided attention to his glory, and to his Lordship in our lives. But whatever we
give up in that process is returned to us a hundred fold he says, whether it is houses,
family, possessions, when we give that up for the gospel, it is nothing in light of what
gain in Jesus Christ. And notice that receiving is both “in this time” as verse 30 says and
“in the age to come eternal life.” To be sure that gain in this life will come with
persecution even, but within the church, the Body of Christ we gain a true family in
Christ. And in Christ, we gain eternal riches that Matthew 6:20 describes as ...
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. That is where true salvation is found - in Jesus Christ and him alone.
Are you following him as your Lord and Savior? Are you seeking to orient your life fully
to bringing glory to him? Seeking to hold onto the riches of this world in whatever way,
to be “first” in the world’s eyes does not make you first in God’s eyes. Only by seeking
Christ and him alone as the ruler and true king of every part of our lives will we be “first”
in God’s eyes. And it is his eyes that matter for eternity, because he is the one who will
determine whether our future beyond this world is eternal death or eternal life.

That future is determined by our relationship with Jesus Christ. He died on the cross to
pay for our sin, and make salvation possible. So today as we remember and in a sense
celebrate that sacrifice by obeying his command to eat this bread and drink this cup. If
you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and been baptized in obedience
to him, then we invite you to join us in this communion meal. If you have not accepted
Jesus or been baptized yet, we would ask you to refrain from partaking at this time. For
parents the best way to teach your children the importance of this meal is to not let
them participate if they are not ready. After | pray, our Deacons will serve the bread and
juice from the 4 corners of the sanctuary and then we will eat together and drink
together once we have all been served. Let’s pray.



