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Colossians 1:13-18 We are Christ’s Church

Today, we celebrate 64 years as a church. Each year at this time, we take a break in our
regular preaching series to focus on the goodness of Jesus Christ and give praise to him
for his work in this gathering of people who have represented the Body of Christ at
Yokohama International Baptist Church for the past 6 decades. Today, | want us to
spend some time in God’s Word coming back to the basics of what it means to be a
church. Our Confession of faith, the Baptist Faith and Message 2000 defines the church
like this: A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local
congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of
the gospel; observing the two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the
gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the
gospel to the ends of the earth. Each congregation operates under the Lordship of
Christ through democratic processes. In such a congregation each member is
responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its two scriptural offices are that of
pastor/elder/overseer and deacon. While both men and women are gifted for service in
the church, the office of pastor/elder/overseer is limited to men as qualified by
Scripture. The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ which
includes all of the redeemed of all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and
people, and nation.

This definition is helpful, its clear and most importantly, its Biblical. But | want to focus
on a phrase that is easy to overlook. Each congregation operates under the Lordship of
Christ--- It’s very easy to run to the last part of that sentence that talks about
congregational government and skip this most important phrase. Above all else the
church is under the Lordship of Jesus Christ himself. Everything we are and have is from
Jesus Christ himself, and that is what | want us to remember today as we look at what it
means to be Christ’s church. Let’s begin by reading our core passage for today
Colossians 1:13-18. Colossians 1:13-18 says, '°He has delivered us from the domain of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, *in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. '°*He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of all creation. '®For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities —all things were

created through him and for him. " And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. '° And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. What a beautiful description
of Jesus Christ! This passage lays out for us who Jesus Christ is in all of his glory. First,
Savior. Second, God incarnate. Third, Creator. Fourth, King. Finally, Head of the Church.
It is his identity as Head of the church that we want to focus on today, but that
identification hinges on all of those other identities. His death that made him our Savior
by purchasing salvation for His church is only possible because he is God. So, Christ is
all of these things as he leads His church to be what He wants it to be. And that is
where this passage leads us today. Our ideas for church and what church should be are
so often centered on humans, our desires and what we like, rather than on what God
wants the church to be. And the reason for that at its foundation is that our view of the
church is man-centered rather than Christ centered. And while a man centered view of
church might be able to create a good concert or a large crowd or a beautiful building,
none of those things define what Christ intends and leads the church to be. And if
Christ is the head of the church, then it is his plan for the church that we should strive
to achieve. A church is described in THREE ways in the New Testament, and all three of



them are tied directly to who Jesus Christ intends us to be as the church. The three
ways the Bible describes the church are as a family, a fellowship and a body.

| want to go to three different passages that are connected to Colossians 1:13-18 and
show us these three aspect of what a church is. The first passage | want us to look at is
Hebrews 2:10-13. This passage uses very similar language found in Colossians and
connects those aspects of Christ’s existence to showing us that Christ makes us family.
Hebrews 2:10-13 says, '°For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect
through suffering." For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, '?saying, “I will tell of your
name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation | will sing your praise.” '* And
again, “l will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, | and the children God has given
me.” Notice the connections here to Colossians. Verse 17 of Colossians 1 says, ' And he
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. Now verse 10 says, '°For it was
fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist... Very similar words, except this is
talking about God the Father, which actually shows the Deity of Christ with the same
things said of both. But what | want us to see here is that the writer of Hebrews is
pointing out that God the Father through Christ’s death - suffering in verse 10, says
that he will bring “many sons to glory...” This ties into Jesus’s identity as our Savior. His
death makes our glorified eternity possible. And this future existence is said to be one
that we will be spending with family. Look at the references to what he calls us here.
Verse 10 says we are “sons.” Verse 11 says, “he [that is Jesus] is not ashamed to call
them brothers.” Verse 12 says, “l will tell of your name to my brothers...” Then finally
verse 13 says we are “children God has given me [again this is Jesus).” With Jesus as
our Savior, we are placed into a family. That is Christ’s church.

Now here we see the language of sonship. This is not excluding women in the church,
but it is recognizing the legal position of sons in the society of that time. Sons had the
full right of inheritance, whereas daughters for the most part did not. So, rather than
being sons and daughters, there is a sense that we are all equally adopted into the
family of God, all of us fully inheriting the benefits that come with bearing the name of
Jesus. There is an equality in this family where we are brothers and sister together with
Jesus Christ, who is the head, but also our brother as the Son of God, the second
person of the Trinity. Notice THAT in verse 11 where Jesus calls us “brothers.” Now,
does that do away with gender differences in the church? Of course not, and in fact, we
find slightly different roles for men and women in both the home and the church, but the
basis of being part of a family is equality of inheritance as all being children of the same
Heavenly Father. And what does this mean for how we do church? It means that as a
family we care for each other. We love each other. We also act in similar ways, but not
exactly the same because we share the same DNA, the same foundation of Jesus Christ.
So, we all share the gospel, but we share it differently based on our personalities. We all
obey the Word of God, but as we find out in Romans 14 and in 1Corinthians 8,
sometimes our interpretations differ and our consciences keep some of us from doing
things that others do not find sinful. And yet, we love each other and work through
those differences in order to stay together as a family. By living life apart from the
church, you may escape those differences, but you miss out on what God wants to do in
you and through you as we work through those things in the church. And some of us
need the church to be a family in very real tangible ways. In the first century and still in
many places today, maybe including some of your families, when you publicly



acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior through baptism, your human family
excludes you to some extent, perhaps even persecutes you in some way. The more we
can truly live out being a family in Christ, the more we are becoming the church that
Jesus wants to build. While it is the Holy Spirit that is the sign of God’s adoption of us
as his child, it is baptism that physically pictures that adoption and joins us to the
church, which is why baptism should be done within the church. It should be rare and
irregular for someone to be baptized and not become part of the local church.

So the church is first a family in Christ, but secondly we said the church is said to be a
fellowship, and Christ is the basis of our Fellowship. | want to look at 1Corinthians 1
where we see the church described in this way. 1Corinthians 1:9-10 says, °God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
'°| appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree,
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same judgment. Once again, we see salvation being the basis for this fellowship.
Just as Colossians says that we have been--: “transferred::- to the kingdom of his
beloved Son,” here in 1Corinthians we have also been called into the fellowship of his
Son. Once again, though, it is not a fellowship of just me and Jesus, it is a fellowship of
brothers and sisters in Christ where we are called to unity with each other in the same
way we are in unity with Jesus Christ because of his death for us. Our unity is a unity of
conviction that forms the basis for this fellowship. There is a reason that we have a
membership covenant and a clear statement of faith that guides our doctrine and our
practice as a church. When you agree to abide by those understanding of God’s Word
when you join YIBC, it means we share the same mind, the same judgement about
certain key doctrines we believe should guide who we join with in close fellowship and
call part of our church. They also should guide how closely we fellowship with other
churches. We can have very close fellowship with churches that share our same
doctrinal convictions. We can even plant churches together and do missions work
together, because we have very close fellowship that flows from our understanding of
God’s Word. Of course there are other churches where we accept them as fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ but are limited in our fellowship because we are very
different in doctrines and theological distinctives that would make closer fellowship
difficult or impossible.

But within the church itself, we are called to this fellowship which is close unity based on
our shared understanding of how we serve and worship God. This type of fellowship is
far more than sharing meals and fun, but we demonstrate that closeness in those types
of activities. But we also demonstrate the deepness of our fellowship by practicing
church discipline. This is why when you have someone who claims to be part of the
family, but acts in a way that is against what the family name stands for, and in defiance
of the head of the family, we are actually called to remove that person from the
fellowship of the family. Look at 1Corinthians 5:2 ? And you are arrogant! Ought you not
rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. This was a
particularly severe and seems to be public case of sin where a man was openly
committing adultery with a lady who is probably his step-mother although it may be his
actual mother. Either way, it was known and being tolerated within the church. Now if
we were coming together in the Body of Christ as simply an organization gathered to
conduct business together or sing together, eat together, or listen to a lecture together
and that was the extent of our fellowship then it would not matter what people did away



from the gathering of the church. But our fellowship is different. It is fellowship that
centers around and with Jesus Christ, so to tolerate unapolegetically sinful unchristlike
behavior destroys that fellowship that is seen in unity. If we are okay with including
those sinful behaviors and embracing those behaviors as some would have us do with
openly sinful actions then our fellowship is centered on ourselves and not on Jesus.

But finally, there is a third term that God uses in His Word to describe the Church. He
calls it a Body, and again it is Jesus Christ himself who gives us a purpose in his Body.
Look at Ephesians 4:4-8. “ There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your call— °one Lord, one faith, one baptism, °one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. “But grace was given to each
one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. ° Therefore it says, “When he
ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” By calling the
church a Body, and then giving each one in that Body a particular gift to use within the
Body, Christ is calling us to a life of purpose within the church. There is a reason for
every part of our body. Even the parts of our bodies that we think are unimportant. In
1893, a man named Robert Wiedersheim wrote a book at human anatomy. In that book,
he claimed there were 86 different human organs that no longer had any purpose
because in his view, we had evolved beyond them. Today we know the purpose of all of
those organs he believed were vestigial or unnecessary, and the fact is we have severe
physical problems if we were missing many of them. So our human bodies need every
part, no matter how small, and it is the same in the church. Our Christian lives are not
designed to just be me and Jesus. We are designed to be a part of a living organism that
only exists properly when all of its functions work together towards one purpose. It is an
unhealthy idea that says my faith is personal to such an extent that | don’t need to be a
member of a local church. | can just hold church on my own. | have even heard people
make this argument based on what | regularly say at the end of the service - “we are the
church.” When | say that, | mean that we are the church scattered when we leave to
represent Christ in our everyday life, but that comes with an expectation that the church
scattered will every week become the church gathered for worship, for demonstration of
the unity we have in Christ by using these gifts that God has given to build up the full
Body of Christ. If we continue on in this passage verse 16 of Ephesians 4 ends by
saying, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself
up in love. That’s our goal! And its not just Pastors or Deacons or Sunday School
teachers. It is all of us working together, serving together, loving together, as the Body,
in fellowship together as the family of Jesus Christ that makes us the church. When we
do that as imperfect as we know we will be at it, then we will be living out Colossians
3:18. '* And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. May Christ be preeminent,
glorified above everyone and everything else at YIBC, for as many more years as he
blesses us to exist as a church! Let’s pray.



