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Malachi: Hope in Darkness / Malachi 1 - Hope Remains

Today, we begin our Advent Series for 2024. | want to go through the 4 chapters of the
Old Testament book of Malachi over the next 4 weeks as we build up to the celebration
of the first Advent, the coming of Jesus Christ into the world on the day we celebrate as
Christmas. Of course, the coming of this prophesied Savior, the Jewish Messiah who
would be given to the world to die for the sins of humans to purchase our eternal
salvation is the first event we are told about in the New Testament. But God gave us all
the Jewish Scriptures, the Old Testament as His inspired and inerrant Word before the
coming of Jesus. And those Scriptures point us to the coming of Jesus. As you can tell
by looking in your index in your Bible, Malachi is the last of God’s Words to us before
the coming of Jesus. After this, God would not speak again in a way that we have
recorded for us for 430 years. Those years are a time of God’s silence towards his
people. And the reason for that silence can be seen in the issues addressed in the book
of Malachi.

You need to know the background of what was happening in Israel at the time. In
586BC, the people of Israel after roughly 460 years of kings starting with King Saul and
then King David were defeated by the Babylonians and many were taken into captivity in
the land of Babylon. The Babylonian captivity ended when Babylon was conquered by
Persia and the Persian king freed the people of Israel to return to Israel. So, beginning in
536BC with 50,000 returning under Zerubbabel, then in 458BC under Ezra, and finally a
third group under Nehemiah, the people had gradually returned to the land of Israel. The
temple and the city had been rebuilt by the time of Malachi, and the people of Israel had
been out of captivity about 100 years. But there is a strong sense of despair and
darkness throughout the land that can be seen in Malachi. There worship was weak. It
was half-hearted. Their sin of failing to really worship God infected all parts of their
society. That came from a place of unbelief in their God. After all, the promised Messiah
who would rule and reign from Jerusalem had not come and while they were now out of
captivity, but still under foreign rule, God had clearly in their minds, forsaken them. And
it is in the context of their dark hopeless spiritual state that we read in verse 1 of
Malachi, 1 The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.

Clearly, the next question for us is, “Who is Malachi?” We do not know much about the
prophet Malachi outside of this book of the Bible. In fact, Malachi may not even be a
proper name. The name Malachi means “my messenger.” So this final prophet may
indeed be actually nameless, which is perfectly okay, because what is important is that it
is not his message that is being delivered. So, whose message is this? The Bible is clear,
this is God’s message. It is the oracle or message, or prophecy of the word of the
LORD! The word Lord in English versions is all capitalized and in Japanese SHU is in
bold to show us that this is the proper name for God, YAHWEH. Malachi is just the
messenger. The message is from God himself. So whatever he says should be listened
to---not because of the messenger, he is unimportant, but because of the person
sending the message. And in this case that person is God. What God says will come in a
series of 7 statements spread across the 4 chapters of Malachi, and then 7 questions
where the people of Israel question God’s statement, and then God defends what he
says. Today we see the first two of those dialogues. Let’s read verses 2-5. First, we see
the statement - ““| have loved you,” says the LORD. Then we see their question - But you
say, “How have you loved us?” Then God’s response - “Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?”
declares the LORD. “Yet | have loved Jacob °but Esau | have hated. | have laid waste his
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hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” " If Edom says, “We are
shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, “They may build, but |
will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,” and ‘the people with whom
the LORD is angry forever.” ” °Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is
the LORD beyond the border of Israel!”

The beginning of Malachi’s prophecy from God begins with the beautiful words, “l have
loved you!” This is the primary message God wants his people to hear. God has an
intense bond with his people that he has chosen as His own. But in what we will see is
their hopeless apathy towards God, they question his love. How have you loved us? We
don’t see any evidence of that. When the people looked around what they saw was a
rebuilt temple that was nowhere near as beautiful as the first one that King Solomon
built, a Jerusalem where no king of Israel reigned from David’s line, and the constant
reminder that they existed only by the good will of the Persian empire. They were not
their own independent country with their own king. They saw no evidence of the love
that God says he has towards them. So, God takes them back to the earliest days of
their ancestors, when Jacob and Esau, two twin brothers were born to Abraham’s only
son Isaac and his wife Rebekah. Jacob would eventually have 12 sons who would
become the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel. God would lead those 12 tribes out of their
land of captivity in Egypt where they numbered into the hundreds of thousands and lead
them into the promised land of Israel where they now had been restored, but not with
the glory of the former kingdom. But all of that history began with one small choice by
God’s Sovereign plan. God chose to love Jacob rather than Esau, his brother. God could
have chosen Esau, and done the same thing through him. Instead, he chose Jacob and
made him into the nation that was now questioning his love for them. He could have
treated them in the way he treated the Edomites who came from Jacob’s brother Esau.
His wrath was against the Edomites because historically, one of their tribes, the
Amalekites were one of the first people to come against Israel. Exodus 17:8 tells us,
®Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. The Amalekites and other
Edomite tribes continued to be a thorn in Israel’s side throughout their history until they
were ultimately defeated and their homeland became a barren desert. The Edomites still
existed in the time of Jesus, but just a small remnant of the great people and tribes that
they used to be. And all this took place because God chose to love Jacob rather than
Esau. In fact the love for Jacob was so strong that the word God uses to contrast that
love is hate. We should not see this “hate” in some sort of sinful way, but instead we
should see that all of us by virtue of being human beings should be hated by God,
because of our sin. This hatred is described as God’s wrath. Romans 1:18 tells us,
"®For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. And a few
chapters later in Romans 3, it becomes clear that all of us are unrighteous and ungodly.
Romans 3:23 draws the conclusion, *for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God... All of us deserve God’s wrath, but in his great love, he chose some, like Jacob, for
salvation rather than to receive the just rewards of our sin. That shows his great love
for those he chose. But just like the people of Israel, rather than seeing the incredible
goodness and love in God for redeeming sinners, we can become like Israel and question
God, How have you loved [me]? We fail to see just how incredibly powerful the words of
John 3:16 really are. '°“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. God could not show his
love to those in sin. The only truly righteous and holy response to our sin was his wrath.



But God chose to send Jesus Christ, his only Son, to die on a cross and take that wrath
upon himself, and die in our place for our sins. He became our substitute, so that rather
than responding to us with wrath, God can act towards those he chooses in love. The
people of Israel were the first to experience that, and demonstrate what Jesus would
accomplish for us. God calls his people to look back at his treatment of them compared
to the Edomites and understand in that his great love for them. So, verse 5 ends this
first section, ° Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the LORD beyond
the border of Israel!” The first answer to the despair and hopelessness that can creep
into our lives even as Christians is to look back at how loved we are by God in the fact
that he sent a redeemer, pictured all through the Old Testament, to redeem us; and he
chose us to be saved from his wrath by the shed blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.

One of the reasons that the people of Israel had found themselves in a situation where
they were not trusting God, where they were not seeing his great love for them, and
were in a state of hopeless despair is that they had turned even worship into just a
pattern of apathetic rituals. And it was their religious leaders, their Priests who bore the
highest blame for this. So, for the next two statements, God will address the priests. We
will look at just the first one today. Again, we see the same structure. First we see
God’s statement again in verse 6. °“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If
then | am a father, where is my honor? And if | am a master, where is my fear? says the
LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. Then we see the questioning of
this by the people or more likely the priests as verse 6 ends. But you say, ‘How have we
despised your name?’ Then God’s response showing the proof of what he says starting
in verse 7. "By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted
you?’ By saying that the LORD’s table may be despised. *When you offer blind animals in
sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not
evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD
of hosts. ° And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With such a
gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the LORD of hosts. '°Oh that
there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on
my altar in vain! | have no pleasure in you, says the LORD of hosts, and | will not accept
an offering from your hand. "' For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will
be great among the nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and
a pure offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts.
"?But you profane it when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its fruit, that is,
its food may be despised. " But you say, ‘What a weariness this is,” and you snort at it,
says the LORD of hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick,
and this you bring as your offering! Shall | accept that from your hand? says the LORD.
"“Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the
Lord what is blemished. For | am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will
be feared among the nations.

If you were to choose a key verse for Malachi, it would probably be verse 6, If then | am
a father, where is my honor? The Priests who were supposed to lead the people in the
worship of God were leading in worship in a way that did not honor God. The sacrifices,
rather than being a symbol of the purity required by the one who would take the wrath
of God for OUR sins but none of his own, were imperfect and flawed. The disrespect for
the worship of God shown by these acts brought God to the place of cursing those
priests and those raising and offering those animals. When we worship, God demands



and expects our best! He has every right to do this as our creator. He determines what
worship to him should look like. Notice in verse 8 that they were treating God worse
than their Civil Government leaders. Present that to your governor; will he accept you or
show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. If you would not treat a human leader with that
type of disrespect, why would you treat the God of the universe in that way. We should
apply this to our own situation. God demands worship in certain ways. We can’t just
decide how we want to worship God, based on how we feel about it or what is
convenient for us or what seems to “work.” Our worship, starting with “what is a
church,” must be based on God’s ideas. And we find those ideas in Scripture. There are
two ways of looking at worship. One says we worship how God has specifically
commanded us to do, and the other says that anything not specifically forbidden in
Scripture is allowed. | hope you can teel we try to align our worship closer with the first
way. We attempt to structure our worship and even our church government closely
ahgned W|th the commands and patterns we see in Scrlpture |tsehc Ihere—rs—a—Re#eFmeel

and our worshlp should be in I|ne with the commands and prlnC|pIes laid out in the Bible.
Of course, we don’t do this perfectly and other churches who also believe as we do,
would draw different lines than we do, but the goal is to conform our worship as closely
as possible with what God has revealed for his people. That controls what music we use,
and how we perform it. It controls how we pray in worship, and use Scripture in worship.
It is not simply a transition. It is commanded and prominent in leading the church to
worship God. It affects how we view the ordinances of the Lord’s Supper and Baptism,
and how we preach the Word of God. You don’t need my life stories or my opinions with
proof texts added, so | preach expositionally through the Word of God, staying very
close to the text of Scripture so we can hear from God exactly what HE is telling us. His
words, His voice is who we want to hear from in worship. We translate into Japanese
and English, so we can try to make sure that the Word of God and the worship of God is
accessible to the entire church to the greatest degree possible, so we can make
disciples as God has commanded us to do.

And we do all of these things because as verse 14 ends, For | am a great King, says the
LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations. | don’t want you to come
in this building and ONLY leave feeling good about yourself or encouraged or loved; now
all those things are good. But far greater than any of those, is we should leave this place
with a greater fear and awe of our God, and a greater sense of urgency that his name
needs to be spread among the nations starting right here in Yokohama. We will only be
successful in that goal when our hope is solidly based in knowing that God loves us.
Knowing that God’s love remains with his people. When we are looking at Jesus and
seeing the love of God that he showed us by sending him as our Savior, then our
worship will be what God intends it to be. It will be focused on Him. It will be reverent
before him. And it will remind us of the Hope we have because God says, | have loved
You. That’s our Hope, that God loves us. Let’s pray.



