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Malachi 2:17-3:15 Robbed of Joy

Today’s message for this third week of Advent from Malachi 2:17-3:15 is focused on
joy. This focus becomes clear as we look at the negative example of the people of Israel
as they continue to question God’s goodness to them. The first half of the book focused
on the Priests, but now starting in verse 17 of Malachi 2, the focus of what God is
saying has clearly expanded to the entire nation of Israel. And in this dialogue they have
with God, through the final 4 questions they ask him, we see that the people have been
robbed of joy. They are discontented with God and are taking him for granted, and this
has led to a lack of joy in their lives. Today, people are in need of joy. Even many
Christians seem to constantly be in a state of irritation and moodiness. Rather than joy,
we show people a discontentment in our lives that is not Christlike and does not reflect
the joy that Jesus wants us to experience in Him. So what is the answer? Let’s examine
this passage and see what steals our joy and where true joy comes from.

Let’s begin reading at verse 17 as we end chapter 2 of Malachi where we see the first
thief of joy — a wrong view of God. '’ You have wearied the Lord with your words. But
you say, “How have we wearied him?” By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the
sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?”
Once again, we have the same statement, argumentative question and response pattern
here. God says, | am tired of listening to you. It is as if he is saying, “your whining is
getting on my nerves!” Of course they question this as most of us would since God tells
us he wants to hear from us. We read Scriptures like Psalm 55:16-17, "*But | call to
God, and the Lord will save me. " Evening and morning and at noon | utter my complaint
and moan, and he hears my voice. So, how can God now say, “I’m tired of hearing from
you”? That’s what they ask, “How have we wearied him?” God quotes their own words
back to them as he begins to answer them. The words he quotes them as saying are two
phrases. The first is, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he
delights in them.” Then they asked in response to what they think they are seeing,
“Where is the God of justice?” Let me rephrase this and paraphrase it to show what
they are saying. They had been saying to God, “We deserve better!” You are doing good
to all the people who are not us...who are not your people. So, rather than being a God
of justice, you are treating us unjustly. Their view of God as “picking on them” and
treating them unjustly had robbed them of any joy. Many times a wrong and unbiblical
view of God can rob us of joy. In this case, they thought God was unfair and unjust, so it
affected their joy. In the case of Israel, they didn’t doubt that God did show grace and
mercy or goodness to people, they just thought he was doing it for everyone but them.
We can also have that wrong impression of God that he is rejecting us or neglecting us
and treating us unfairly. Whenever our view of God is not based on the objective
knowledge of him that comes from the Bible, then our view of God will not bring us joy
that true knowledge of God brings.

As Chapter 3 opens, God continues his response to their accusation of injustice. He
proves with his answer that he is a just God by describing the judgement that he will
bring. But that judgement will be different than anything they could imagine and will
bring unwelcome attention to the sin that they were participating in. Let’s read verses
1-5 of chapter 3 and see this defense of God’s justice. 3 “Behold, | send my messenger,
and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come
to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. ?But who can endure the day of his coming, and who



can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. *He will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. * Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as
in former years. *“Then | will draw near to you for judgment. | will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against
those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. This
response is a direct prophecy of a coming Messiah, the one who will fulfill the covenant
that God made with Abraham, Moses and David - The proof of God’s justice and
rightousness, but also his grace. The New Testament tells us there was a messenger
sent ahead of that Messiah to proclaim him to the world. Mark 1 begins with verses 2-3
telling us, 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, | send my messenger before
your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,”” This passage not only quotes
Isaiah 40, but Malachi 3 here as well. And who do Mark and the other Gospel writers tell
us this first Messenger who comes before the Messiah is? Verse 4 of Mark 1 tells us,
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. So, John the Baptist is the promised Messenger.

But notice that this is not talking about the one coming being just the Messenger, John
the Baptist. Notice that God uses a first person pronoun here — This messenger is
preparing the way before me. So, the Messenger prepares the way before God himself
comes? That is what he is saying. But then why does he say after that that the Lord will
come who seems to be identified by the term messenger of the covenant as well? This
Lord who comes is God, but yet somehow separate from God the Father who is
speaking here through Malachi. This is prophecying the Lord Jesus Christ himself. God
who comes in the flesh, to become fully human, but who is also fully God. And about
420 years after this prophecy, two parents Mary and Joseph would bring a little baby
into the temple whose name was Jesus. That same Jesus would grow up and enter that
temple again in judgement declaring that it would be a place of prayer for all people.
And that same Jesus would willingly lay his life down on a cross to pay for our sin, to
take the punishment that you and | deserve simply by the virtue of being human.
Because the Bible tells us that humans, all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God... Romans 3:23. What constitutes sin is determined by a holy God and not by a
society or a rule of government or even our own consciences.

The presence of sin is the reason that this coming of this Messiah, the one who would
be the fulfillment of all the Old Testament promises or covenants, would actually be a
scary thing. So verse 2 begins, ?But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can
stand when he appears? You might think, “but this tells us they delight in his coming?”
Other English versions and the Japanese Shin Kai Yaku tells us they “desire” his coming.
But what you need to see is that this is the same word that that is used in Malachi 2:17
where we are told, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he
DELIGHTS in them. Remember the people were saying God delights in these evil people
rather than us. God was now saying something like, “you SAY that you DELIGHT in me
or DESIRE me...” But the truth is, when | come to deliver Justice, you really will not
DELIGHT in it or DESIRE it. Why is that? Because he is coming as a “Refiner’s Fire.”
Now we are not talking about the first coming, the first Advent. We are now talking



about the Second Advent, the return of Jesus Christ where we will all stand before
Jesus Christ and give account for our sin. As verses 3-5 point out, this judgement from
a just God will result in pure worship once again, BUT it only comes because the sin and
those who commit that sin are judged. We see that in verse 5 as he draw[s] near to you
for judgment. Of course they thought God was unjust; they couldn’t see that they had
any of this sin that he lists in verse 5. So, when they looked at the other people around
them and compared themselves to them in a prideful and superior way, they thought
they deserved better from God. But just as the priests had failed to honor God by half-
hearted worship, the people were sinning against God with their actions which
demanded a display of God’s justice by judging their sin. And notice that these sins all
involve how we treat others. We can’t say that we follow God and ignore the suffering
around us---that in itself is sin. We need to see the orphan, the widow, the poor, the
oppressed, the foreigner and even our own spouses and seek for their good rather than
our own selfish ends. This question’s answer really ends in the middle of verse 7. And
when we read these final 2 verses God wraps up his proof of just how he shows his
justice in the face of their sin and accusations of injustice. And rather than the
judgement they deserve we see grace. Verses 6-7 say, °“For | the Lord do not change;
therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. ' From the days of your fathers
you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. What Israel saw as
injustice was really God’s mercy and grace in not destroying them but rather acting in
love on his choice of Jacob hundreds of years before. They failed to see God’s grace.
And their wrong view of God had robbed them of their joy, which could only be restored
by repentance of sin and and putting faith in the coming Messiah.

But their sin was not just against others, it was directly against God himself. And in this
sin, we see the second thief of joy — a wrong view of giving. Let’s look at the next two
questions they ask and see this. Remember verse 7 begins, ' From the days of your
fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Now he calls to
them as verse 7 continues. Return to me, and | will return to you, says the Lord of
hosts. Again they question God. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ God responds. ° Will
man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. Again they question God’s assertion of their
treatment of him. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ This is God’s response. In
your tithes and contributions. ° You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the
whole nation of you.'° Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more
need. "' | will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your
soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. 12 Then all
nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts. So
far we have seen that the people of Israel have a wrong view of God because they have
mistaken his grace and mercy as injustice on God’s part. But God also wants to make
clear that they have sinned both against each other AND against him. And this sin was
in not bringing their tithes and offerings to him. Remember when they looked at other
nations they felt God was blessing them unfairly while not blessing Israel as his own
people. As we see in this latest question when God tells them to return to him, they
don’t believe they can return because in their minds they never left! “How shall we
return.” But God has already told them that what they deserved was destruction, and
now he goes on to show them how far away from him they really are. They are robbing
him by not giving tithes and offerings. Notice in verse 10 it says, “the full tithe.” They



were still giving some it seems. Perhaps they pulled a few shekels or yen or dollars from
their pocket and threw it in a box. Perhaps like people do at a shrine by pulling out 100
or 500 Yen and throw it in the offering box to gain a favorable response to their prayer.
But they were not giving what God required the - the 10% tithe, and the regular
offerings to show their thankfulness to him. They had lost their joy because they did not
see God’s blessing, which they had lost because they quit giving. Could it be that some
of you in here don’t have joy in your life and feel God has abandoned you, but yet you
hardly give anything in worship to the one who literally gave you life? Our joy is not tied
to getting from God, but in giving back to God from the blessings he has already given
us. It is when we give that we see the all sufficient God supply all that we need and
more. He tells Israel---your vine in the field shall not fail to bear-:- Then speaking directly
to the issue of joy God tells them, nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of
delight. You will have joy - true delight this time - from and in your God. Many people
attack Christianity as a religion of greedy pastors and churches wanting your money,
and that does exist. But giving for a Christian is not to support an organization or an
individual, it is to worship God because we recognize his grace and mercy in our lives
that the people of Israel had failed to see. And it is in that mindset of selfless giving that
we receive the contented joy we can experience as a child of God.

But there is one final statement and argument that God addresses. Verses 13-15 say,
"®“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we
spoken against you?’ ' You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts? '° And now we
call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and
they escape.”” It wasn’t just actions of not giving they had done against God, but they
had spoken words against God as well. God has pointed out all along this passage that
they had accused him of injustice and that in their misrepresentation of God, they found
no reason to continue to obey him. In fact they thought it was useless or vain to serve
God, since in their view, the godless nations were blessed and the evildoers prospered.
But God has been clear that they missed just how much God did delight in them. By his
grace he was preserving them from destruction and had promised an ultimate Savior, a
Messiah. In their prideful state of entitlement, the people of Israel were missing the
promise of the coming of a Messiah. It is only when we recognize that we are sinners
and DO deserve God’s justice in the form of judgement, that we then repent of our sins,
and accept THAT Messiah, Jesus, as our Savior and Lord. When we do that, we move
out of a state of judgment and into a recognition of his grace towards us and see the
truth of God’s first words in Malachi 1:2 “| have loved you..” And then we can see what
God wants for those he loves as we close this book next week with the words of Malachi
3:17, “They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when | make up my
treasured possession...” God is a just God, but when we see his grace towards our sin
he offers us in Jesus Christ, and respond to that grace with a life of following Jesus,
that is characterized by selfless giving to God and to others, then we can find true joy in
this world. Let’s pray.



