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Genesis 1-50 The beginning of the people

Today, we are going walk through the book of Genesis. Back in 2020-2022, we covered the
whole book, so clearly it is impossible to do in one sermon. This sermon also assumes some
knowledge of Genesis, so | would encourage you if this is all new to you, please go through
and read Genesis. If you don’t understand Genesis, Exodus will make no sense. Genesis is a
book of beginnings. It’s the beginning of the world, of sin and most importantly, God’s plan
for salvation. And that plan for salvation takes place through a people that has its beginning
in the book of Genesis and its establishment as a nation in Exodus. Genesis not only gives us
the foundation for the people of Israel whose story is continued throughout the Old
Testament, but sets the foundation for everything else God reveals to us in His Word. Most
importantly, it establishes who God is and declares his love for us and desire to redeem us
and restore us to himself. So, as with all of Scripture, the end result of meeting God in the
pages of Genesis is that it leads us to worship. This is important, because Exodus will give
many details related to how God expects to be worshipped.

While our focus in Genesis will be the beginning of a specific people, Genesis begins with the
creation of the first humans and the universe. The very first verse of Genesis and the entire
Bible, Genesis 1:1 tells us that “In the beginning God created the Heavens and the earth.”
From that first statement, we see God creating all life in the course of the first week. The
work, sabbath rest pattern established in this first week, and the sovereignty and authority
of God that we see in Creation will be will be established by commands and seen in the life
of the people of Israel as we come into the book of Exodus. The primary focal point of the
creation narrative is the creation of humans on day six. Genesis 1:27 says, So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. There would be no people of God apart from the first two human, Adam and Eve. This
creation of the first two humans established certain foundational aspects of our existence.
First, this established the marriage. Genesis 2:24 says, 24 Therefore a man shall leave his
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. So God
placed marriage and family as the foundation of human society. Secondly, the creation of
Adam and Eve declared core truth about gender and sexuality, which become the basis for
moral laws in Exodus that are still relevant today.

Originally, we were created as perfect image bearers of God. We were the highest reflection
of himself, although we owe our very existence to him, and could not exist apart from him.
But, the book of Genesis not only shows the beginning of humanity, but also the beginning
of humanity’s foundational problem - sin. God had given Adam and Eve these first humans
one rule — do not eat from the tree of knowledge of Good and Evil. Then Satan in the form
of a serpent or snake tempted Eve with the same basic temptation that all temptation to sin
really takes. In Genesis 3:1 the serpent said to Eve, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat
of any tree in the garden’?” He caused her to question the truth of God’s Word. He tells Eve
in Genesis 3:4-5, contrary to what God had said, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” She and Adam both give into the temptation and sin. Adam as the Federal head or
representative human from whom every human being will be born passes along a sinful
nature to all of humanity because of that sin. Romans 5:12 makes this very clear. 12
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men because all sinned— And because of that sin, Genesis shows us the
beginning of death that also defines our human experience.

Right away in the beginning of the Bible and before we even get to the people of God that
the Old Testament is most focused on, we see two key events that along with creation show



us God’s sovereignty, and our accountability to God. The first is a world wide flood. Genesis
7:23-24 describes the effects of this flood that God sent on the earth. 23 He blotted out
every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things
and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and
those who were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.
Why was this flood brought on the earth to destroy everyone except Noah and his family?
Genesis 6:5 and 7 tells us. 5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually....7 So
the Lord said, “l will blot out man whom | have created from the face of the land, man and
animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for | am sorry that | have made
them.” This of course did not end the sin. The first section of Genesis ends in Genesis 11
with the Tower of Babel and human pride that thinks it can reach God. God shows that
human rebellion is nothing before his Sovereignty, and he forces them to obey his command
to inhabit the whole earth by confusing their language. So, in the very first section of
Genesis, it is clear that God as the Creator is Sovereign over his people, and the people he
creates in his own image for his glory are accountable to him.

But there is another line in God’s story that begins unfolding in Genesis. It is a story of
hope, based on redemption. This thread of redemption is really what unfolds throughout the
rest of scripture and sets the stage for why God will raise up a particular people. The entire
metanarrative or storyline of the Bible is Creation Fall Redemption and Restoration. Genesis
fully contains the Creation and Fall, shows us the beginning of Redemption and points to
Restoration. Right after humans sinned, God confronts their sin with punishment, but in
handing out punishment, he provides the first sign of hope for His sinful creatures. In
Genesis 3:15, in promising to punish the serpent, Satan, God gives us these words of hope.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God would send a Snake Crusher,
someone who would redeem mankind from sin by defeating the one who was instrumental in
our fall into sin in the first place. There is a significant piece of information given to us in the
initial prophecy of this Savior, this Snake Crusher. It is this - that the one who would provide
the Salvation would come through the line of the woman Eve who Satan deceived. So, he
would be a human being who would provide this salvation.

And this Savior, this snake-crusher would come into the world through a specific people.
Genesis shows us the beginning of that people, and Exodus continues that story with the
growth of the people of God into a legitimate nation. Starting with Genesis 12, we are
introduced to the man who God chose to use to bring about this people from whom will
come this Savior. Abraham or Abram receives a one-sided Covenant from God that we first
see in Genesis 12:1-2. Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father's house to the land that | will show you. 2 And | will make of you a
great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.
This three part promise of land, nation and blessing is passed on to his son, Isaac and
grandson Jacob as the family that eventually brings Jesus into the world grows. And each
generation of this family continues to hold onto the promise that God will use them to bless
the whole world. That promise of blessing that will come from their family line continues to
be a source of hope not only to the family, but to a world that gets more deeply trapped in
sin as history progresses. We see this sin increase as Adam and Eve’s own son commits the
first murder. Abraham’s great grandsons sell their brother Joseph into slavery, commit mass
murder, immorality and many other sins. And in the middle of a storyline that demonstrates
how sinful human beings are, God is writing a story of redemption from our sin through
Abraham and his family. It is a story of Hope that is still available for us today through



Abraham’s descendant Jesus Christ.

For the Old Testament, that story of redemption begins with this man Abraham. He is
promised to become a great nation, but he doesn’t have any children. He even tries to fulfill
the promise in a very human way by having a son with his wife’s servant, who he names
Ishmael. While God blesses Ishmael, that was not God’s promised son, and eventually when
Abraham is 100 years old and his wife Sara is 90, Isaac is born. Genesis 21:2 and 5 says,

2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had
spoken to him...° Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
Right when we think, okay God has kept his promise, now there is this son Isaac who can
eventually have children and produce a big family and a people to bring a Savior, the
unthinkable happens. Genesis 22:1-2 says, After these things God tested Abraham and said
to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” ?He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one
of the mountains of which | shall tell you.” By this time, Abraham has learned to trust God
and he obeys this very difficult and seemingly cruel and contradictory command to what he
has been promised. So we read in 22:7-8, " And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My
father!” And he said, “Here | am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” ® Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. And then we get
what is possibly the most beautiful picture of our salvation in the Old Testament in 22:10-
13. '°Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. '' But the
angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said,
“Here | am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now |
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from

me.” "* And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram,
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt offering instead of his son.

So, in the actions of Abraham we see the path to salvation. Genesis 15:6, the key verse of
Genesis tells us, Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.
Abraham’s faith and trust in God is counted as righteousness. This is the same solution to
sin we see in the New Testament. Ephesians 2:8-9 says °For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. And in the offering of Isaac, we get a picture of the object
of our faith, Jesus Christ, who becomes that ram sacrificed in our place. But that salvation
does not come with the birth of Abraham’s son, Isaac. In fact, there will be 2000 years of
history between Abraham and Jesus, and there will be many times where it seems like these
human ancestors of Jesus will be wiped out. In fact, as Genesis ends the people that God is
raising up through Abraham is only the size of one extended family. So, God sovereignly
directs that family into a safe place for them to grow into a nation. And that is why Genesis
ends with a focus on one of Abraham’s great-grandsons named Joseph. Joseph had 11
brothers total, and they hated him. Genesis 37:4 says, But when his brothers saw that their
father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully
to him.

Eventually, those brothers sold Joseph as a slave and lied to their father that he died. He
ended up as a slave in Egypt, and amazingly God blesses him even while in Egypt. He is put
in charge in his master Potiphar’s house until Potiphar’s wife tries to seduce him. But
Joseph is a godly man who rejects Potiphar’s wife and when she lies about him to her
husband, he ends up in prison. But even in prison, he is promoted to a place of privilege and



recognized for his godly character. And it is in prison where we begin to see God’s
sovereignty at work. Joseph interprets the dreams for two fellow prisoners, the Pharoah’s
chief baker and chief cupbearer. And both of those interpretations came true — the baker
was executed and the cupbearer was restored to his position. And then another two years
pass, and the cupbearer who now is back to his favored position with the Pharoah is in a
position to tell Pharoah about the man he forgot in prison who can interpret a dream that
Pharoah cannot understand. Then we read in Genesis 41:14-16, 14 Then Pharaoh sent and
called Joseph, ....15 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one
who can interpret it. | have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can
interpret it.” 16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a
favorable answer.” Joseph explains that Pharaoh’s dream foretells a coming famine in the
region, and then proposes a solution to prepare for it. Pharaoh’s response is then seen in
Genesis 41:39-40... Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there
is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people
shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will | be greater than
you.” So, you have this great grandson of Abraham as the second highest ruler in Egypt,
and a coming famine that could wipe out Abraham’s family who is living in the area where
Abraham followed God to. He is there because from a human perspective, his brothers
wanted to get rid of him, but God in his sovereignty has a far greater purpose in it. Genesis
42:1-3 says, 42 When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his
sons, “Why do you look at one another?” 2 And he said, “Behold, | have heard that there is
grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” 3
So ten of Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. Then we read in verse 7 of
Genesis 42... Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them. There is no time to recount all
the events, but eventually Joseph tells his brothers who he is and restoration happens.
Genesis 45:15 says, 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his
brothers talked with him. The family moves to Egypt, and as Genesis ends, we see the
recognition of God’s sovereignty in protecting his people from death in the land of Egypt.
Joseph puts this into words in the final paragraphs of Genesis, Genesis 50:19-20. Joseph is
responding to his brother’s fears of retaliation by him and we read. 19 But Joseph said to
them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they
are today. If Genesis shows us one thing, it is that God is sovereign. From creation to his
plan for a people to bring Jesus into the world who provides salvation to the people of God,
nothing God does is by accident. The people of Israel and their escape or Exodus from
Egypt that we will study about for much of the rest of the year is not by accident. Your life
is not an accident of evolution or history. God has a plan, and it is a plan that even when life
seems to bring evil, God’s plan is for our good and for his glory to be displayed through us
as his image bearers. So, today if you know Jesus Christ, it is because God had a plan since
Adam through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph all the way to Jesus to save you from your
sin. And if you don’t know him, today he offers to you the opportunity to like Abraham,
believe in Jesus, and be counted as righteous through Jesus Christ. Let’s pray.



