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The Enslaved People Exodus 1-2

| want to start by reading John 15:18-19. 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has
hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as
its own; but because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you. | wanted to start with that passage, because it shows us
that in God’s eyes our reality as the people of God is the same reality experienced by
the people of God, the children of Israel 3400 years ago. We will see that in the first two
chapters of Exodus, as we begin the actual book of Exodus today. When we last saw the
family of Abraham in Genesis, they had moved to Egypt in order to escape a famine that
would have wiped the family out. God had used Abraham’s great grandson, Joseph to
save the people of Israel, the family name given to Abraham’s grandson Jacob. When we
leave Genesis and begin Exodus, though, we find out the circumstances have changed
and rather than being welcomed to Egypt as they had been in the time of Joseph, they
are now enslaved. This is what we see as Exodus opens. Let’s see this in verses 5-14
from Exodus 1. ° All the descendants of Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was
already in Egypt. ° Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 'But
the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew
exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them. ®Now there arose a new king
over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. ° And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of
Israel are too many and too mighty for us. '°Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest
they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.” // 11 Therefore they they set taskmasters over them to afflict
them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and Raamses.
12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they
spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel. "*So they
ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves “and made their lives bitter with
hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work
they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.

God had promised to make Abraham into a great nation. In Genesis 12:2, God tells
Abraham, 2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. And the nation of Egypt provided the perfect
space for God to grow the family that moved to Egypt as 70 people to a number now
somewhere over a million as we find out later in Exodus. This was all part of God’s plan.
In fact, God had prophesied this to Abraham long before he even had the son that God
promised to give him. Genesis 15:13 says, 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for
certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be
servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. So, the people of God
find themselves enslaved in a land that is not theirs, serving a kingdom and people who
do not honor their God. In fact, they are mistreated and used as the labor force for the
Egyptian kings. They did not build the most well known ancient structures in Egypt such
as the pyramids which were already there by the time Joseph became a ruler in Egypt,
but they did make bricks used in the buildings and structures throughout a lot of ancient
Egypt, specifically these cities named in this passage. How could this happen? How
could a people clearly being blessed by God in fulfillment of his promises to make a great
nation become slaves because of that growth? The answer is that God’s plans and even
his blessings are so countercultural to the values of the world that they become a threat
to any ungodly ruler.



And just like the world that we live in today, the ungodly rulers will in many ways support
and sometimes mandate evil things in society. The people of God were confronted by
this evil in their day and we have to face those issues today as well. We see this
confrontation that happens next in Exodus 1:15-17 "* Then the king of Egypt said to the
Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, '°*“When you
serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you
shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” " But the midwives feared God and
did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live. This
event shows us that at least some in the society continued to fear God and follow him
even in the face of a hostile world around them. This is supposed to be the stance of the
people of God throughout history. There will always be rulers and world systems and
nations that are against what we believe as Christians, as the people of God; but the
people of God continue to follow God at risk of going against what the ruler and the
world says. And God used the faithfulness of these women to bless not only the nation,
but the world. They are so important that we know their names, but yet Pharoah’s name
is not mentioned. And that is significant since most historians who accept the Exodus
account of history believe the Pharoah at the time was Ramsesll who historians regard
as one of the most significant Egyptian rulers of all time.

Eventually, Pharaoh gets upset at the midwives who are clearly ignoring his order and
gives the instruction to all the people of Egypt. Exodus 1:22 says, * Then Pharaoh
commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the
Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” It was into that environment that the boy was
born who would become the Savior of the Israelites and lead them into an Exodus out of
Egypt. Chapter 2 begins with this boy being born, and his mother hides him for 3
months and finally cannot hide any longer. She makes a basket that he can float in and
puts it into the Nile river, and it seems that her hope is that some kind Egyptian will
adopt this baby as their own so his life would be preserved. By God’s Sovereign plan the
boy ended up being spotted by one of Pharaoh’s daughters and although she
immediately knew the boy was a hebrew and should be put to death, she instead
adopted him and at the suggestion of the baby’s sister watching from the riverside hired
his actual mother to nurse the child until he was old enough to be returned to Pharaoh’s
daughter. So we read in verse 10 of Exodus 2, '°When the child grew older, she
[Moses’s actual mother] brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son.
She named him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” This boy
named Moses would be the Savior who would lead the people out of Egypt. But first
God had to shape him by pushing him outside of Egyptian and even Hebrew influence.
Verses 11-15 describe how this comes about. '' One day, when Moses had grown up, he
went out to his people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew, one of his people. '*He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he struck
down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. > When he went out the next day, behold,
two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why do
you strike your companion?” '*He answered, “Who made you a prince and a judge over
us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and
thought, “Surely the thing is known.” * When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to Kkill
Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat down
by a well.



Moses had grown up in the Pharaoh’s household. He likely enjoyed the best that Egypt
had to offer, but he clearly never lost sight of who he was as a Hebrew man. Remember,
although he was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, his mother had actually raised him and
he clearly knew his birth family really well, and felt that strong connection to his family
and nation even though he was also seen as Egyptian. This was so strong that he
murdered an Egyptian who was abusing a Hebrew, and tries to get these two Hebrew
men to not fight based on their shared national and family bond. Unfortunately, this
show of support for his people did not really go as planned and what he thought was a
secret was not as hidden as he thought. Pharaoh does hear about the murder and
Moses has to flee. But God is still at work, and while sitting by a well in the land of
Midian wondering what to do Moses meets his wife, Zipporah, and becomes a shepherd
working for his father in law, Reuel. And then we read about the birth of a son in verse
22. #She [Zipporah] gave birth to a son, and he called his name Gershom, for he said,
have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” So, even in the birth of his son and the name
he gave him, we see this recognition on the part of Moses that the place he lives,
whether in Egypt or Midian is not his true home. Abraham the first of this very large
family of Hebrews also felt this sense of being a foreigner. Hebrews 11:8-10 says, 8 By
faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as
an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to
live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs
with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. And now Moses feels that same sense
of being a foreigner, a sojourner, in a land that is not really his own. This represents the
feeling of all the people of Israel, the Hebrews, and to bring this closer to our time, it
really should represent the feeling all of us should have as believers living in this world.
The New Testament describes our condition as Christians with that same language of
being sojourners and exiles in this world based on our status as the people of God.
1Peter 2:9-11 says, 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now
you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy. 11 Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of
the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

“l

It's important for us to see our circumstances here on earth in Biblical terms, because
God doesn’t change, so God’s actions towards his people in the time of Exodus show us
God’s heart and actions towards his people today. As chapter 2 draws to a close, we
see the point of this passage that opens this book, and the heart of God towards the
circumstances of his people. Let’s read verses 23-25 of Exodus 2. * During those many
days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery
and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. ** And God
heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and
with Jacob.” God saw the people of Israel—and God knew. This is the primary point of
these first 2 chapters of Exodus and what happens in the rest of the book. The people
of God were enslaved, and I’'m sure to many of them, including Moses, it seemed like
God was absent and silent in the face of their suffering. But God was there. He heard
them. He remembered them, and he remembered and honored the covenant he had
made over 400 years before with their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. | love that
final phrase...God saw... and God knew! | don’t know what you are going through today.



As we have already seen in Scripture, all of us who know God through Jesus Christ and
are called his people are in an awkward situation because we live as permanent
foreigners in this world - or we should feel that way, anyway. That makes life
uncomfortable at best many times, and even dangerous depending on where we live,
when we are public about our faith in Jesus Christ. But we also face the circumstances
of life that come from living in a sinful world, where death and disease and natural
disasters and war and politics can affect our lives. A world where families are fractured
and even friends can fail and spouses sin against each other and sinful people hurt other
sinful people. And the Bible tells us that All have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, Romans 3:23. With our lives affected by all the affects of our own sin and others
and the world around us, many times it can feel like God is silent, that he is very far
away and unconcerned with what we are going through. So we go through life
discouraged. Or we seek to amuse ourselves with distractions like sports or tiktok or a
million other things both good and bad, so we don’t see the discouragement in this life.
That amusement and even the good that comes from the positive relationships in our life
can keep our eyes focused so much on this world and its enjoyments that we forget that
this is not God’s ultimate life he intends for us. So either through discouragement or
enjoyment, God seems distant and silent. But just like he was for the people of Israel, his
message to you today is this:--God sees! And God knows! He hasn’t left you and he
knows what you are going through and what you need at this time. When you are
discouraged, he knows. When you are sick, he knows. When you are happy, he knows.
When you are sinning, he knows. When you are neglecting the things of God, he knows.
And when you are faithfully pursuing him in spite of the painful difficult things in your
life, he knows as well.

And the book of Exodus tells us that God doesn’t just know, he acts. He acts to free us
from the bondage of whatever difficulty or barrier there is to seeing him at work in our
lives that keeps us from worshipping him. The ultimate way that he intervened for his
people was to rescue us from our sin by sending a better Moses. By sending us another
baby who lived through a genocide. In Matthew some wise men came to see a new born
baby named Jesus, and when God warned them to not share that information with the
King of the land, Herod, we read in Matthew 2:16, 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he
had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male
children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according
to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. But Jesus survived that
murderous act, to grow up become a man and become our Savior. But not a human and
imperfect savior of one nation like Moses, but the sinless Son of God who gave his life
on a cross and rose from the dead, so that we could be set free from the bondage of
our sin. And just as God knew what the people of Israel were going through over 3000
years ago, he knows what you are going through today. And for those who are freed
from the bondage of sin by faith in Jesus Christ, he knows you, he sees you, and as we
will see in this book, he will act on your behalf for the purpose of his glory being seen in
those who are called the people of God. Let’s pray.



