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Exodus 4:18-7:7 The Reluctant People

Last week in Exodus, we saw God introduce himself to Moses and call this man to lead
God’s people out of Egypt. But we also saw that Moses tried to run away from God’s call, to
find every excuse not to be God’s agent. But he finally relents and obeys and in the next
section of Exodus that we will look at today from chapter 4, verse 18 to chapter 7, verse
17. Here we see Moses, the reluctant leader, take his message of deliverance to God’s
people who also demonstrate the same reluctance to trust and obey God’s message. Let’s
begin by reading verses 18-20 of Exodus 4. '® Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law
and said to him, “Please let me go back to my brothers in Egypt to see whether they are still
alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” '® And the Lord said to Moses in Midian, “Go
back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead.” ** So Moses took his
wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And
Moses took the staff of God in his hand. Here we see that although initially reluctant to
follow God, Moses is obedient. The shepherd’s staff is important because it is key to the
three miracles he is told that God will give him to prove God’s words to the people of Israel
and eventually to Pharaoh. This staff that he would have used to lead sheep, would become
a sign of his leadership of the people of God now.

But before Moses leaves, God actually tells him exactly how it will go for him in Egypt in
verses 21-23. ' And the Lord said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do
before Pharaoh all the miracles that | have put in your power. But | will harden his heart, so
that he will not let the people go. ? Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says

the Lord, Israel is my firstborn son, ?and | say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve
me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, | will kill your firstborn son.”” Moses was actually
told exactly the way things would unfold when he asked Pharaoh to let the Israelites go. God
would actually harden his heart against this, and it would ultimately take losing the firstborn
son of every Egyptian house in order to change his heart to let the people go out from
egypt. We will discuss it more when we look at the 10 plagues, but notice that God will
harden his heart. Why would God harden Pharaoh’s heart? That just makes it harder on his
people to leave, and actually causes them more pain in the short term. But we have to
remember that God’s plan is based on his sovereignty. His plans are based on his eternal
existence with his ability to see the future and the past all at the same time, and
providentially move all of the events of time towards his purpose and glory. His purpose was
Jesus, a Savior, not just the short term freedom of Israel from Egypt. And by taking Egypt
and his people through this hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, they will have the opportunity to
see God’s salvation plan up close in the Passover. But this prophecy of the first born dying
actually transitions to an event that happens on the way that shows that Moses is still
growing in his obedience. Again, Moses shows us a failure on his part, and just how weak of
a spiritual leader he really is. Verses 24-26 say, ** At a lodging place on the

way the Lord met him and sought to put him to death. > Then Zipporah took a flint and cut
off her son's foreskin and touched Moses'“feet with it and said, “Surely you are a
bridegroom of blood to me!” ? So he let him alone. It was then that she said, “A bridegroom
of blood,” because of the circumcision. There is a lot going on here with a lot of details lost
to modern readers, but all of it points to the fact that Moses still had much to learn about
obedience it seems. Apparently Moses as an Israelite would have known that his sons were
to supposed to be circumcised, but he had not done it to his son. Somehow his wife
Zipporah knows from God that their son was in danger of death, not Moses as it may seem,
and she performs a circumcision. Because of Moses’s disobedience, his son’s life is in
jeopardy just like Pharoah’s son. But in this case Zipporah’s obedience saved him. Her
words of “bridegroom of blood” are not to be taken negatively but a sign of affection that
this connected them together more by her act of obedience.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%204&version=ESV#fen-ESV-1627c

Then we see the journey continue as Moses returns to Egypt and meets with his brother
Aaron. Remember God told Moses when he complained that he couldn’t speak to use his
brother Aaron as his mouthpiece. So he meets with Aaron and tells him what has happened.
Then together they meet with the leaders of Israel and tell them about God’s message, and
give them proof with the three miracles God gave Moses at the burning bush. And we see
their response in 4:31 *' And the people believed; and when they heard that

the Lord had visited the people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed
their heads and worshiped. God has been silent to most of them for 400 years. Perhaps
they have passed on some knowledge of God to their children, although even that seems
unlikely for most of them. But they have not personally experienced God and the Bible has
described them as groaning under the pain of their slavery. Now they are getting proof that
God had heard their groaning---he had seen their suffering, and now he is coming down to
them. He is visiting them as this verse says. And their response is worship. When we see
proof that God hears our prayers, and that God knows us and our circumstances, the only
proper response is worship---it is to glorify God. We will see that their worship is weak, and
disappears quickly, but in this initial meeting with God through Moses, the people respond
gladly with worship. Have we done the same when we see God at work in our lives?

Having worshipped God, they were prepared for their first interaction with Pharaoh as
chapter 5 opens. Let’s read verses 1-2. 5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to
Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold a
feast to me in the wilderness.”” 2But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that | should obey his
voice and let Israel go? | do not know the Lord, and moreover, | will not let Israel

go.” Pharaoh doesn’t know God, but he is about to meet him in a big way. The Israelites
worshipped when they were introduced to God, but Pharaoh has a response of
disobedience. As Moses continues in verse 3 he makes clear that the purpose of their
request for freedom is worship. Verse 3 says, ° Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews
has met with us. Please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness that we may
sacrifice to the Lord our God, lest he fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.” Notice
here at the beginning of their confrontation with Pharaoh the goal is set right away of
worship. They needed to leave Egypt in order to worship.

Then comes what is key for us to see today in this section of Exodus. Just because we do
the right thing, just because we seek to worship God, does not mean that everything just
falls into place. Sometimes God’s greater purposes and glory means that we can be doing
exactly what he tells us and circumstances can get worse instead of better. Look at
Pharaoh’s response in verses 6-8. ° The same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of
the people and their foremen, " “You shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as
in the past; let them go and gather straw for themselves. ® But the number of bricks that
they made in the past you shall impose on them, you shall by no means reduce it, for they
are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.” God knew what the
end result of all this would be, and he had promised that end result to the people through
Moses. But what the people saw from their perspective was that their lives had just gotten
far more difficult as they now had to not only make bricks but gather the straw needed to
make those bricks. So they bring their first of many complaints to come to Moses in verse
19 of Exodus 5. '* The foremen of the people of Israel saw that they were in trouble when
they said, “You shall by no means reduce your number of bricks, your daily task each

day.” ? They met Moses and Aaron, who were waiting for them, as they came out from
Pharaoh; ?' and they said to them, “The Lord look on you and judge, because you have made
us stink in the sight of Pharaoh and his servants, and have put a sword in their hand to Kill



us.” And it wasn’t just the people of Israel-:- even Moses who should have known better was
not spared this natural reaction to question whether it was worth serving God. Verse 22
continues, ? Then Moses turned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have you done evil to
this people? Why did you ever send me? ?* For since | came to Pharaoh to speak in your
name, he has done evil to this people, and you have not delivered your people at all.” You
may be in the same position as the Israelites and Moses today. You are trusting God
through his Son, Jesus Christ. You are trying to live a life of obedience to his Word and to
how you believe the Holy Spirit is speaking to you through that Word. But life seems to be
getting worse. Your marriage is not improving. Your job is not getting better. Your finances
are not enough. Your cancer or your loved ones cancer is not being healed. Your chronic
pain remains. And everytime you turn to God in prayer, what comes out is this same
question - why. Why me? Why now? Why is this happening? When will you act, God, since
you say you know what I’'m going through and promise in Romans 8:28, ?®...that for those
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose.?

Those prayers of questioning do not fall on deaf ears, but we don’t always see or
understand what God is doing. God’s covenant, his promises made based on his faithful love
for his people never change. Our salvation is based on God’s covenant he made with us
through Jesus Christ. We call it the New Covenant. God had made a covenant with Abraham
to bring about the New Covenant, and he now reminds Moses that he has not forsaken that
covenant to the people of Israel. Look at chapter 6, verse 1. 6 But the Lord said to Moses,
“Now you shall see what | will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them out,
and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.” ? God spoke to Moses and said to
him, “| am the Lord.®| appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty,” but
by my name the Lord | did not make myself known to them. *| also established my covenant
with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. God
had not forgotten Israell He was remaining faithful to his covenant, and as we have seen
over and over now in Exodus, God would act on behalf of his people. Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob did not serve a weak God. Neither did Moses and neither do we. Before God revealed
his personal name that Moses heard for the first time, God had revealed himself as God
Almighty, £/ Shaddai, in Hebrew. It shows his power, his strength, his sufficiency that he has
to use on behalf of his people. God’s power is unlimited. We say that he is omnipotent, all-
powerful! And he will use that power to deliver us or to sustain us, whichever will give him
more glory. We should always remember that - his power is not just to deliver but to sustain
in the difficult times. The apostle Paul faced some sort of physical difficulty we read about in
2Corinthians 12 and saw God not deliver from but give sufficiency in his circumstances.
2Corinthians 12:8-9 says, 8Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should
leave me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may rest upon me. So God promises to use his power to deliver his people and
keep his promise, and Moses tells this to the people. Look at verses 8-9 of chapter 6. °| will
bring you into the land that | swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. | will give it
to you for a possession. | am the Lord.”” ®* Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but
they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery. The people
now refuse to listen, but God tells Moses and Aaron they still have a job to do in verse 13.
"®But the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them a charge about the people of
Israel and about Pharaoh king of Egypt: to bring the people of Israel out of the land of

Egypt.
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Chapter 6 continues with a geneology that shows the family line for Aaron and Moses. Now
this may seem odd, but it makes sense at this point before God directly challenges Pharaoh
through Moses that the clear family line of Moses and Aaron be established. To the readers
of this book in years to come, their heritage and identity as the people of God, the nation of
Israel was very important. So, it needed to be established that Moses and Aaron were
indeed purely from the line of Abraham. We won’t read this geneology, but there is a clear
intent to point out that Aaron and Moses were from the line of Levi, the third son of Jacob.
It is the family of Levi who will be set aside as priests, so Aaron as the first High Priest for
the nation of Israel needs to be directly from this line. By pointing out this priestly lineage, it
also makes it possible for Moses to do the priestly things he does before God to the people.

Chapter 7 begins by simply reiterating what we have already heard up to this point, and
reaffirming for us what Moses is called to do - be the mouth piece for God. Moses is not the
hero, God is. But Moses is the obedient although reluctant servant. So we read in Exodus
7:6-7, °Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the Lord commanded them. " Now Moses
was eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they spoke to Pharaoh. Moses
does not have to worry that things do not seem to be going well right now. Moses does not
have to worry about Pharaoh’s response or the reluctant response on the part of the people
as they don’t see God immediately work. All Moses has to do is be obedient. Much will
happen before deliverance comes but God is still at work. We can take comfort in that as
well. Being obedient does not mean that life is easy. Following Jesus does not take us down
the easy path with no obstacles. The prosperity gospel is wrong and those who would
preach it are false teachers. God does not promise to deliver us from every evil thing that
we face. But he does promise that he will be for us God Almighty - £/ Shaddai, who brings
infinite power and strength to bear on each one of our circumstances, either for our
deliverance or to give us the grace to sustain us through them. So stay strong, keep going,
keep trusting in Jesus. As Psalm 118:14 tells us, “The LORD is my strength and my song; he
has become my salvation.” God has not forgetten, and he will visit you with his strength just
as he visited Moses and the people of Israel. There is no greater demonstration of that
visitation for his people than the cross of Jesus Christ that we celebrate in communion. God
sent Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, God the Son, to become human and bear our
sins on the cross. This visitation from God himself makes it possible for humans to come to
God through faith in the God the Son, Jesus Christ by repenting of our sins and accepting
Jesus as our Lord and Savior. If you have done that today and been obedient after that in
baptism then | invite you to participate in this meal. For parents, the best way to teach your
children the importance of this meal is to not allow them to participate if they are not ready.
After | pray, the Deacons will serve the bread and the juice from the four corners of the
sanctuary and then we will eat together and drink together. Let’s pray.



