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Exodus 7:8-10:29 The Plagues

So far in the book of exodus we have seen God reveal himself to Moses and call him to be his
mouthpiece before Pharaoh in demanding that pharaoh let God's people go out of Egypt in order
to worship him. Then we saw Moses go to the people of Israel who at first welcomed his
message, but then realized that in the short term it would bring even more persecution from
their slave masters. Now we see God convince Pharaoh through a series of 10 plagues that
come on Egypt. But there is more going on here than simply convincing pharaoh to let the
Hebrews leave as we will see as we look at chapter 7 starting with verse 8 and going through
the end of chapter 10. Let's begin by reading the events that lead to this series of plagues
starting in verse 8 of exodus 7. ®Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 9When Pharaoh says
to you, ‘Prove yourselves by working a miracle,” then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff
and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent,”” '*So Moses and Aaron went
to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron cast down his staff before Pharaoh and
his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the
sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the same by their secret arts. ' For each
man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs.
13 Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said.

Moses had been given this one key act from God to show that God’s power was behind his
words - to throw down a staff, and have it turn into a snake. He does this, but then Pharaoh
called these magicians and they do the same thing. But what they do is not miraculous, but a
trick, an illusion. The text calls these secret arts done by magicians and what seems to be
implied is not actual supernatural power, but magic tricks done by sleight of hand and trickery.
And almost mocking their fake miracle, God causes Aaron’s staff snake to eat their snakes. But
their trick is enough to let him convince himself that he doesn’t have to listen to Moses and
Aaron. As we will see over and over, Pharaoh’s heart is hardened. We will talk more about this
later. Because simply showing God’s power in a miracle of the staff turning into a snake did not
convince Pharaoh - and God knew it wouldn’t - we now see 10 plagues or curses come against
the nation of Egypt in order to convince Pharaoh to let the Hebrews leave Egypt. We will look at
the first 9 of these today, and then next week, we will look at the 10th plague that holds a
special significance. So let’s look at the first plague that turns the Nile river into blood. Each
plague basically starts with a new confrontation with Pharaoh. On meeting Pharaoh, Moses
would warn him what would happen if he continued to not let the people of Israel leave. So we
read in chapter 9, verse 18, The fish in the Nile shall die, and the Nile will stink, and the
Egyptians will grow weary of drinking water from the Nile.””” Moses then does that very thing
and verse 21 tells us, “There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.” And with this first
plague the magicians perform a trick to give Pharaoh a reason to still harden his heart. Verses
22-23 say, ?? But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. So Pharaoh's heart
remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. ?* Pharaoh turned and
went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. As with all these plagues, all the
people of Egypt were affected, but we are told specifically that Israel is protected from the
plagues later on. Verses 24-25 say, ** And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink,
for they could not drink the water of the Nile. ?® Seven full days passed after the Lord had struck
the Nile. The comment here about 7 days passing give us an approximate timeline of about a
week between each of these plagues, meaning about 3 months total. We should see that there is
a reason for these particular plagues. Egyptian religion was in many ways like pagan religions
throughout history, leading up to the thousands of gods recognized in Hinduism, which produced
Buddhism. Of course Buddhism merged with native Shinto here in Japan and would recognize
the existence of many different “kami” or spiritual beings. There were gods for every part of
creation that would bring different blessings into people’s life depending on their circumstances.
These plagues were a direct attack on these false gods of the Egyptians. In this first plague, it
was an attack on the Nile river. If you know anything about Egypt, you probably realize that the
Nile river has always been considered the lifeblood of the nation especially in ancient times. The



river itself was considered to be a god, so for God to turn it into blood shows the one true God’s
power over that river.

Then we come to the second plague, and it is a plague of frogs that multiplied so quickly and
to such a degree that we read in Exodus 8:6 °So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters
of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. Again, the magicians on a small
scale did a trick that produced frogs, but Pharaoh’s response is a bit difference this time. He
actually asked Moses to pray on their behalf to take away the frogs and in Exodus 8:8 he
promised to let the people go... “to sacrifice to the Lord.” Then Moses asks Pharaoh what seems
like a strange question, when do you want the frogs gone. Verse 10 says, '° And [Pharaoah]
said, “Tomorrow.” Moses said, “Be it as you say, so that you may know that there is no one like
the Lord our God. By giving Pharaoh a choice, it demonstrated God’s power and showed it
wasn’t just chance that the frogs were there and it wouldn’t be chance that they would go away.
But once they were gone Pharaoh hardened his heart and of course did not let the people go.
Now, why frogs? Frogs themselves were considered sacred. Egyptians could not kill them and
the frog goddess was connected to assisting with childbirth. The third plague begins soon after
that, and in our English version it the plague of gnats, although its not really clear what is
meant by a gnat. It could have been something like lice or even mosquitos or what we term a
gnat. In a demonstration of the true God’s power against the false earth god they worshipped,
verse 17 of chapter 8 says, All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. This
time the magicians could not do a trick that produced gnats and they can not do any of the
increasingly bad plagues. Verse 19 says, '° Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the
finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as

the Lord had said. It would take 7 more plagues before Pharaoh would humble himself to a God
who only needed a finger to affect very badly the entire nation of Egypt.

The fourth plague that comes is a plague of flies. This plague could be a direct attack on the
false god of resurrection, Kepher, who is depicted as a beetle or scarab, which these flies could
have been. It could also have been an attack on Pharaoh who was seen as having the power to
maintain order in the universe, but with each plague, God was bringing chaos and disorder into
the universe that he actually maintained. Each time Pharaoh keeps promising to let them go, but
with different conditions. Verse 25 of Exodus 8 says, 25 Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron
and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.” Of course this isn’t acceptable to not leave
Egypt, so Moses responds in verses 27 and 28 ¥ We must go three days' journey into the
wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord our God as he tells us.” * So Pharaoh said, “l will let you go
to sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness; only you must not go very far away. Plead
for me.” But after the flies are gone, Pharaoh again hardens his heart and doesn’t let them go
anywhere. The fifth plague continues to increase the devastation inflicted on Egypt. The
Egyptians had many different gods represented by types of livestock both in idol images and
even at least in one case a living bull that was viewed as a sacred being. In a direct attack on
those false gods, the fifth plague kills many of the livestock of Egypt while not touching the
livestock of Israel. In Exodus 9:2 Moses says, 2 For if you refuse to let them go and still hold
them, 3 behold, the hand of the Lord will fall with a very severe plague upon your livestock that
are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. But again in
verse 7 we read, the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. The sixth
plague is a direct assault against all the false gods the Egyptians trusted for healing — gods like
Amon Re, Thoth, Imhotep, and Sekhmet. In this plague, Moses is told by God to take soot from a
kiln and throw the dust into the air in front of Pharaoh and it would become boils causing sores
to break out on humans and animals all throughout Egypt. Again, it seems clear that this only
happened to the Egyptians not the Isrealites. What we do see different in the sixth plague is in
verse 12 of Exodus 9, 12 But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to
them, as the Lord had spoken to Moses. We clearly see that God was behind the hardening.
Does this relieve Pharaoh of his responsibility for his sin of rejecting God? No, absolutely not. In




fact, the hardening of his heart is clearly called sin on his part in the seventh plague of hail.
Verse 34 of chapter 9 says, 34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the
thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. God tells
us in his words through Moses to Pharaoh exactly why God would hardent his heart. Exodus
9:16 says, 16 But for this purpose | have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my
name may be proclaimed in all the earth. God’s purpose is to show his glory — to proclaim his
name to all the earth! He uses Pharaoh to do that by God’s Sovereign choice to use Pharaoh’s
sin to bring glory to himself by God publicly and systematically dismantling the power of this man
who the world viewed as a literal god at the time. In Romans 9, where Paul uses the very words
of Exodus to explain it, the Bible is very clear that God is sovereign over his creatures in electing
people to salvation or not, in choosing who he will show mercy to. And the Bible is also clear that
humans, the creatures, are fully responsible to God for our sin. Both of those things are true at
the same time as seen in this event, and we have to hold both of those as true although we see
the tension between those two statements. The bottom line is that the Bible is true when it says
in Romans 3:23 that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. And it is also true when
God says in 1Peter 2:9, 9 that [we] are a chosen race...

What is really incredible is that by the time you get to this seventh plague of hail, it is clear that
even some Egyptians are responding to the displays of God’s glory and are in some way possibly
becoming worshippers of the true God. Verse 20-21 of Exodus 9 says, ** Then whoever feared
the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the
houses,? but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the Lord left his slaves and his
livestock in the field. Pharaoh even gives a false repentance to get rid of the plague of hail in
9:27-28. ¥ Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time | have
sinned; the Lord is in the right, and | and my people are in the wrong. * Plead with the Lord, for
there has been enough of God's thunder and hail. | will let you go, and you shall stay no

longer.” Of course he didn’t do this. This seventh plague of hail once again attacked a lot of
Egyptian gods - atmosphere god, sky goddess, goddess of moisture and god of the wind. But
the eighth plague will attack the gods of the fields as well as greatly affect the food supply of
the people. In Exodus 10:14-15 we see this plague. " The locusts came up over all the land of
Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had never
been before, nor ever will be again. And at the end of verse 15 we read, Not a green thing
remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the land of Egypt. The nation that
initially protected the people of Israel from a famine now face a famine due to their enslavement
of those people. And as God is instructing Moses to announce the 8th plague, we see clearly
that God is trying to make worshippers not just of the people of Israel but the Egyptians as well.
Dropping back to Exodus 10:1-2 we read, Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for |
have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that | may show these signs of mine
among them,... So these plagues are signs for the Egyptians to draw them to worship. But then
verse 2 continues... “and that you may tell in the hearing of your son and of your grandson how |
have dealt harshly with the Egyptians and what signs | have done among them, that you may
know that | am the Lord.” So these plagues are to also show God’s power to Israel that will make
generations of worshippers out of God’s people.

Then we come to the ninth plague. While the tenth plague is of course the most devastating
plague with the loss of human life, the ninth plague lodges a direct attack at Pharaoh himself.
Pharaoh was known as the son of Re or Ra (you see it both ways), the sun-god, who was also
believed to be the god who created the world. It was believed that each Pharaoh was a living
reincarnation of this god. So, every morning when the sun rose, it reaffirmed the power of
Amon-Re as well as Pharaoh’s power. In Exodus 10:21 we see this plague. *' Then the Lord said
to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of
Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” Have you experienced darkness so deep you could feel it? This
was the darkness that they experienced. And just to make it really clear this was supernatural



and not some environmentally related event, we read in verse 23, They did not see one another,
nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where
they lived. Pharaoh has been giving in a little more each time, but not fully, and finally with this
plague, he says you can go but leave your flocks and herds of animals behind. Of course, this is
not acceptable and Moses says so, and we see the final interaction between the two in verses
27-29. 27 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go. 28 Then
Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care never to see my face again, for on the day
you see my face you shall die.” 29 Moses said, “As you say! | will not see your face again.”

| know this sermon is long, but bear with a few more minutes. | want to give you two applications
of this text. One is spiritual and religious. What are most people doing at a shrine or temple if
they go? They are looking for some kind of help or good fortune on various things in their life.
So, you will see people with OMAMORI or other amulet type of things they receive from the
temple or shrine. Most people are not thinking about this as any form of worship, but more a
form of a good luck charm. This may not be worship, but it is putting your hope in some spiritual
place related to false gods and superstition. Even outside of a Japanese context, you see people
who in various ways will act on cultural superstitions. Just like the Egyptians finding their hope in
false gods, these superstitions provide a false place for hope. As a Christian our hope must be
found in Christ, God himself, who is greater than any spiritual source of these superstitious
beliefs. If one thing is made abundantly true in these plagues, it is that the God of the Bible is
greater than any false gods of manmade religious systems. But there is a second application
here. All of us even if we don’t worship the gods of health, environment, prosperity or a specific
man like Pharaoh, we sometimes in a very pragmatic and practical way, put our hope in all of
those things rather than God. We put our hope in the work of doctors. We can raise concerns
about our environment to the place of putting creation above the creator who controls all
aspects of this world. We can put our hope in politicians or even pastors rather than in God. The
take away from the Plagues is that our God is greater than anything in this world. If we find our
hope, our salvation in any place, thing or person other than Jesus Christ who is God himself,
then we have no hope. The people in Egypt learned this lesson as they saw their god, Pharaoh,
powerless in the face of the true God. How can we in a modern sense fail to see the same
powerful God provide us a more trustworthy and ultimate foundation than any of the other
things in this world that try to provide us with that same hope that ancient Egyptians took in
false gods? Let’s trust the God who calls us to glorify himself by the mighty acts we see in
Scripture and see today in our own lives. Let’s pray.



