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Exodus 11-12 The Passover

Today we come to chapter 11 of Exodus where we see the actual exodus itself - the
Israelites leaving, really being pushed out of the land of Egypt. But it is the final plague that
leads to that deliverance. And it is in this final plague that we see a picture of redemption
and salvation that God is working not just for Israel but for the entire human race through
the people of Israel. There have been 9 plagues before this, each attacking different false
gods that the Egyptians worshipped. But this last plague is very different. Let’s begin with
verse 1 of chapter 11. 11:1 The Lord said to Moses, “Yet one plague more | will bring upon
Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he
will drive you away completely. After this plague, God says Pharaoh will not just allow you to
leave, he will drive you away...he will push you out of Egypt. Then verse 10 summarizes the
reaction that Pharaoh has had up until this point and the hardness that God has brought to
Pharaoh’s heart.11:10 Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and

the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go out of his land.

But what we will see is that as the end of this series of plagues, it is not the goodness of
Pharaoh that brings real deliverance from their suffering, but it is the blood of a lamb that
brings deliverance. Let’s pick up our reading with verse 1 of chapter 12. 12:1-

13 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, ?“This month shall be for you
the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell all the
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a

lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. * And if the household is too
small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. ° Your
lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the
goats, ®and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.®

This event involving lambs was so important that it would divide time for the Israelites. God
was teaching them that even such mundane aspects of their lives as time itself should be
connected to his work in their lives. And this is the most significant work he does for any of
us - redemption, salvation itself. And as we continue we see the significance of this lamb (or
kid goat), which is not just for a good meal. Verses 7-13 says, ' “Then they shall take some
of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat
it. ® They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs they shall eat it. Then drop down to verse 11..."" In this manner you shall eat it:

with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you
shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. '?For | will pass through the land of Egypt that
night, and | will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all
the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the Lord. '* The blood shall be a sign for
you, on the houses where you are. And when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no
plague will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the land of Egypt. Now we get to the
reason for the sacrifice of this lamb or goat. Yes, it would be eaten to give strength for their
coming journey away from Egypt, but more importantly, it would be a blood sacrifice. And
that blood from that sacrificial animal would be rubbed on the doorposts and the beam
above the door so that as God passed through the nation of Egypt that night delivering one
final plague of death on every first born human and animal in Egypt, every family with the
blood on the door would be spared. It was the blood applied to the house that saved
everyone in that house. And it is important that this first passover is no leisurely meal to
relax and enjoy for hours around a table. They were to eat it ready to leave, ready to go out
Egypt to worship their God in the place where he would take them. The blood on the
doorpost would save them from the plague, but it would also be the catalyst freeing them
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quickly, immediately even, from the bondage of Egypt. God was not going to have them kill a
lamb, wait a few days and then have their salvation. Everything would happen immediately.
There is an urgency to their deliverance that we also see when we look at the New
Testament call to salvation and deliverance from our sin. 2Corinthians 6:1-2 says, Working
together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he
says, “In a favorable time | listened to you, and in a day of salvation | have helped
you.”Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. Your salvation is
a matter of urgency, because none of use know the length of our lives. All across Egypt that
night, children and adults would suddenly die and unless they had been warned by Hebrew
friends or neighbors and applied blood to their doorposts, there would be nothing that
would stop that from happening. You and | do not know when we will die, and the urgency
to seek deliverance from sin that leads to physical and spiritual death confronts each one of
us. The problem with sin is that it is an affront to the character of God. Romans 3:23 tells
us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. In the burning bush and then in the
plagues, God has declared his glory. But our sin- doing anything that is not glorifying to God
and determined by him to be morally wrong- has kept us apart from God’s glory and
separated from him, under his wrath.

There was actually another feast instituted at this same point that we won’t read about for
sake of time. But at the end of these instructions for the Passover, God institutes the feast
of unleavened bread. If you remember in Mark we discussed this in relation to the Passover
celebration there, that this week of removing all leaven in the home represented the need
for holiness among the people. It demonstrates for us the fact that as hard as we try, we
are not holy, but sinners. But it is in the passover itself at the end of those seven days that
we see the only real source of holiness and purity - the application of pure blood to our
sinful lives. Going back to verse 5, we see the need for this lamb to be “without blemish...”
to be as perfect as an animal could be. This is what we see in our Savior Jesus Christ. But
the people had to be behind the door covered by the blood as Moses makes clear in verses
21-23. 12:21-23 Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select
lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. ?? Take a bunch

of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two
doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his
house until the morning. * For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when
he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door
and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. Then dropping down to
verses 27-28. 12:27-28% you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover, for he
passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but
spared our houses.”” And the people bowed their heads and worshiped. 2 Then the people
of Israel went and did so; as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

The blood applied to the doors as an act of worship to God and faith in him to deliver them
from his judgement would save those behind the blood. But what about those without the
blood. This plague shows us that without that blood, there is no deliverance. Let’s continue
reading in verses 29-32. 12:29-32 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the
captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. ** And Pharaoh rose
up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in
Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead. In this case, without the
blood on the doorposts and lentil, physical death was the result. But this pictures the
situation that all of us are in from the day we are born. Romans 5:12 says, Therefore, just
as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to



all men because all sinned— There is a time appointed to everyone of us when this physical
life will end. Hebrews 12:27 tells us, 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and
after that comes judgment... But that judgment that awaits us after our physical death is
pointing to a different kind of death that the Bible says we are currently living in even while
we are physically alive. Ephesians 2 refers to the fact that we are actually spiritually dead in
our sin which brings us under God’s judgement - his wrath or anger against our sin.
Ephesians 2:1-3 says, 2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in
the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. We are spiritually dead facing an eternal
death in hell without the blood of Jesus Christ applied to our lives, in the same way a plague
of death came on those without the blood on their door.

But with the blood applied, the deliverance that came was total and delivered with
rewards. Let’s continue reading in verse 31. *' Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by
night and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and
go, serve the Lord, as you have said. * Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said,
and be gone, and bless me also!” There were no conditions on this release. Pharaoh had
been defeated - take everything you have and go...and by the way, when you worship pray
for me to be blessed! Was Pharaoh really acknowledging the greater glory of the God of
Israel? No, we see him change his mind later. But then we see not only total deliverance, but
leaving with great loot or rewards from the Egyptians. Look at verse 36. 12:36% And

the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have
what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. Their deliverance or their salvation we
could think of it as, did not just bring freedom, it brought some wealth. In a strange but
supernatural twist, God had caused the Egyptians who watched the response of the
Israelites during all these years to be favorably disposed to them. The people asked if they
could have gold and silver items with monetary value to them as they began their new life,
and those things were heaped on them by their neighbors. Did God have to do this? Of
course not! But God’s holiness as we saw a couple weeks ago, means his goodness. He
would not just free his people from Egypt, he would take care of their needs and bless them.
This is the same thing God does for his people today. While we have already seen the truth
of the first part of Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death,” here we see the truth of
the second half of that verse... “but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” And this life, this blessing from God of eternal life, doesn’t begin in heaven after
physical death, it begins at salvation, during our physical life on earth. So we read in John
10:10 and see the lamb of God himself, Jesus Christ tell us, 10 The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly. When we repent
of our sin and look to Jesus for salvation by his blood he shed for us, we are not just given
freedom from sin, we are given abundant life, life that is overflowing with God’s grace and
blessing whether we always recognize it or not.

So, the Exodus itself happens as we read in Exodus 12:37-38. * And the people of Israel
journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides
women and children. ** A mixed multitude also went up with them, and very much livestock,
both flocks and herds. And then verses 40-41... The time that the people of Israel lived in
Egypt was 430 years. *' At the end of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of

the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. And in this Exodus and the final words of chapter
12 we see an important final question answered. Who can benefit from the passover lamb?
Look at the final verses 47-51. 12:47-51% All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. *®If a



stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the Passover to the Lord, let all his males be
circumcised. Then he may come near and keep it; he shall be as a native of the land. But no
uncircumcised person shall eat of it. ** There shall be one law for the native and for

the stranger who sojourns among you.” 50All the people of Israel did just as

the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron. *' And on that very day the Lord brought the people
of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their hosts. We rightfully think of this as being the
deliverance of the Israelites, but we need to see it wasn’t just for Israel. Verse 38 told us a
“mixed multitude” left. There were people leaving who had applied the blood to their doors
and were not Israelites. Then in verse 48 and 49, God includes in the annual Passover
celebration not just Israelites, but foreigners willing to submit to sign of God’s covenent-
male circumcision. This is huge! From the very beginning salvation was not just for the Jews.
Yes, God would bring the Savior through the Jewish people, but all of us even before Christ
were united through this one coming Messiah. This is important, because after Christ in his
church, we still represent this shedding of blood not with a Passover meal, but with the
Lord’s Supper. And just as the first passover meal was done in unity all throughout the
million plus people who left Egypt, both Jews and non-Jews, we come to the Lord’s Supper,
the Lord’s table in the same way. It represents the unity we have in Christ no matter where
we are from or what language we speak. So, who can benefit from the blood of the lamb?
Anyone! But, we have to benefit in the way God says. Only those covered in the blood, safe
in their home behind the sacrificial blood of the lambs were spared and delivered. This
pictured for the rest of time the way salvation would happen, our sin would be covered by
the spotless blood of perfect lamb of God sacrificed in our place for our sin. That lamb is
Jesus Christ. 1Peter 1:18-21 tells us, '®knowing that you were ransomed from the futile
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or

gold, " but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or

spot. 2 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the
last times for the sake of you ? who through him are believers in God, who raised him from
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. We are rescued from
our sin and restored to God our creator through the blood of God the Son, Jesus Christ.
And Jesus tells us in John 6:37, 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me | will never cast out. Today, no matter who you are, where you are
from or what you have done, you can come to Jesus, by repenting of your sins and
accepting him as your Lord and Savior. When you do that, you will be covered by his blood
and accepted by God the Father, and moved from a death sentence to eternal life.

If you have done that and shown your obedience by being baptized, then we invite you to
join us in this Communion meal that came directly to us from the Passover celebration. If
you have not yet accepted Christ or been baptized, then | would ask you to not participate,
but to reflect on why we are doing this today and the sacrifice it represents that was made
for you. For parents, the best way to show your children the importance of this meal is to
not allow them to participate if they are not ready. After | pray, the Deacons will serve the
bread and juice from the four corners of the sanctuary and we will eat together and drink
together, representing the unity we have through the blood of Christ. Let’s pray.



