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Exodus 13:1-15:21 The Red Sea

Today we are going to look at Exodus 13:1 and go through chapter 15, verse 21. | want
to set the stage with where we are at in the book. Moses has met God at the burning
bush. He has reluctantly agreed to God’s call to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt.
Of course Pharaoh does not immediately agree to this, and he rejects their demands to
leave. God brings 10 plagues against Pharaoh and Egypt, showing his authority over the
false gods they worship and ultimately his power over Pharaoh who they view as a god.
The last plague, the death of the first born leads to the beautiful picture of the Passover
as God preserves the first born of anyone with the blood applied to the door of their
home. After this final plague, Pharaoh not only allows the enslaved Israelites to go free,
he essentially kicks them out of the land of Egypt, and they leave or Exodus egypt with
gifts and treasures given them by their Egyptian neighbors. That brings us up to where
we are today at chapters 13-15. These chapters will focus on one primary event, the
crossing of the Red Sea and the miracle that occurs there. But what | want us to see
across these chapters is the necessity of God’s people following God’s leading. We talk
a lot about the fact that we should follow God, but what does that really look like. We
see that in this passage today.

The first idea we see in this passage regarding what following God looks like is
remembering God’s work. Chapter 13 opens with God commanding an action to cause
them to remember the work of the passover. Verses 1-2 say, The LORD said to

Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb
among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” Then verses 14-15 tell
us why this was commanded. '* And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What
does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of
Egypt, from the house of slavery. '*For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go,
the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the
firstborn of animals. Therefore | sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the
womb, but all the firstborn of my sons | redeem.” Consecrating all the firstborn means to
give over to God as holy every firstborn human or animal. For the animals it meant
animal sacrifice and for the children it usually meant making a financial offering to God
as their redemption price. Remember that it was the firstborn of the children and the
firstborn of the animals that were the focus of the final plague. The blood on the door
protected them from death. So, it is now the firstborn that belong to God as a picture of
the redemption of all the firstborn that were preserved, redeemed from death, by the
blood on the door. They were “made holy” by the blood of the sacrifice made on their
behalf. Here again we can see this incredible picture of our salvation. We are made holy,
therefore we can be restored to God and made one of his people, even one of his
children, because Christ accomplished our redemption on the cross by shedding his
blood. God wanted his people to never forget the work he had done to bring about their
redemption and their freedom. And giving to him the first and best in everything starting
with their own children would remind them of God’s right to ownership of everything he
blessed them with in this life. This is the same for us in following Jesus and seeking to
follow God’s leading in our lives. If we do not view everything in this life as a gift from
God that comes only from his grace, starting with our salvation, but extending even to
our children, our family, our money, our possessions then we will be selfishly protective
of those things and hesitant to follow God if following him means giving those things up.
The way to guard against that is to constantly look back and view all of life through what



God has done for us on the cross. This is quite literally what it means to live a “gospel or
cross centered life”.

Verses 17-22 of Exodus 13 introduce the second idea we see in this passage
regarding what following God looks like which is trusting God’s direction. " When
Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines,
although that was near. For God said, “Lest the people change their minds when they
see war and return to Egypt.” "®But God led the people around by the way of the
wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up out of the land of
Egypt equipped for battle. Then verses 21-22, ' And the LORD went before them by
day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light, that they might travel by day and by night. # The pillar of cloud by day and
the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people. Here we get to see
God’s thinking about why he leads the way he does. At first we see God’s leading
keeping them from a fight, although that will come. And the reason is that he is trying to
build their trust in him and he doesn’t want their infant faith in him to fail at the very
beginning. He is going to test their faith soon as we will see, but it will be in such a way
that they cannot possibly return to Egypt, but will have no choice but to trust in him.
While God wants their faith in him to grow, his leading will be in such a way to
strengthen and not destroy their faith. Difficulty is coming, but he is protecting them
from other difficult circumstances that will destroy their faith rather than increase it.
God never promises to take away all the obstacles, but he does promise that he will
provide a way out for those who continue to trust in him. Too many times we see the
difficulties and will never know until we see God in Heaven what he kept us from going
through that might have hurt us even worse and caused us to turn away from him.
1Corinthians 10:13 says, No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
But as we continue to read we see that this pillar of cloud and pillar of fire containing
God’s presence would soon lead them to a place of greater trust in him by the people
and greater glory for himself, which is always where God leads. Going into chapter 14
starting at verse 5 we read, ° When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled,
the mind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the people, and they said,
“What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” °*So he made
ready his chariot and took his army with him, "and took six hundred chosen chariots and
all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8And the LORD hardened
the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while the people
of Israel were going out defiantly. ° The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's horses
and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the sea,
by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. It didn’t take long for Pharaoh to regret his
decision to let the Israelites go. And once again, we see God harden his heart in such a
way that it seemed the people of Israel would suffer. And of course this is exactly how
the Israelites reacted. Look at the end of verse 10. And the people of Israel cried out to
the LORD. "' They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us
out of Egypt? But unlike before Moses does not react with the same fear. Moses
responds with complete trust in God in verse 13. ' And Moses said to the people, “Fear
not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today.

For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. * The LORD will fight



for you, and you have only to be silent.” Moses has already reached the place where he
trusts God’s direction, and this is where God is taking the people of Israel. They are
following God, but do not yet trust the direction God is taking them. Now God will work a
miracle to build their confidence in his leadership.

Picture the situation. They are trapped between the Egyptian army advancing towards
them with the most modern of military strength at that time, chariots and horses and
spears and swords and the red sea in front of them. You can see the areas marked on
the map. We are likely talking about either the Gulf of Suez (in red) or the Gulf of
Aquaba (in green) in modern terms. The entire area was known as the Red Sea. In the
Japanese translation it says Sea of Reeds and provides the alternate translation of Red
Sea in the printed version footnote. Both names for the sea have been used in history,
but some liberal scholars have used this other name to argue for a less miraculous event
where the water was not very deep, but it was the same body of water. More than a
million people were now trapped at its edge. But then the cloud moved blocking the view
of the Egyptians and we read in verse 21, * Then Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea
dry land, and the waters were divided. ® And the people of Israel went into the midst of
the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their
left. The Israelites crossed on dry ground. But when the Egyptians try to do the same
thing, we read in verse 26, ** Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over
the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and
upon their horsemen.” ¥ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the

sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians
fled into it, the LORD threw™ the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. * The waters
returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. We don’t know what if any
immediate effect this loss of 600 chariots had on Egypt, and they remained the empire
they were for another 1000 years. But for the Israelites, we do know the effect seeing
this miracle had on them when we look at verse 31. *'Israel saw the great power that
the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed
in the LORD and in his servant Moses. There is a final point of truth here about trusting
God’s direction, that also ties back to remembering God’s work. It is this - each victory
leads to more trust. Now with this newfound trust in God’s direction, he could lead them
on this journey that would end up taking 40 more years.

The end of this passage shows us the last idea regarding what following God looks
like which is that we respond to God’s leading in worship. The more trust we have in
his direction, as we look back at what he has accomplished, it leads us to genuine
worship. Look at chapter 15, verse 1. 15 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this
song to the LORD, saying, “I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the
horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. Notice how God’s work on their behalf as
they have followed God’s leading shapes their worship in this song. This is such an
incredible song, | encourage you to read all of it at some point. Verses 2-4 focuses on
the bigger picture of what this event represents - salvation. 2The LORD is my strength
and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and | will praise him, my
father's God, and | will exalt him. ®The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name.
*“Pharaoh's chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers were
sunk in the Red Sea. There is an honoring of God’s name based on a specific described
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event. This was not generic words strung together with no context of the praise given to
God, like so many songs that pass for worship songs today. This recounting of the
events lead to a celebration of God’s attributes. Look at verses 11-13. " “Who is like
you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious
deeds, doing wonders? '?You stretched out your right hand; the earth swallowed them.
®“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; you have
guided them by your strength to your holy abode. Holy, love, glory, all words that
describe God and build our trust in him for the way he will lead us in the future not just
the past. The future for Isreal was the promised land. Verses 17-18 say, '’ You will bring
them in and plant them on your own mountain, the place, O LORD, which you have made
for your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.

"®The LorD will reign forever and ever.” Our worship should be shaped in the same way.
Why do we focus so strongly on the cross in our worship songs, because everything else
in the life of a Christian flows out of looking back at that event so it shapes our worship.
Even when we declare our trust in God or our desire to follow God, it flows from a
foundation of trust in Jesus and his finished work on the cross. So we are doing the
same thing we see here. We could spend a lot more time on that, but the point is that
worship flows naturally from our trust in God and his leading.

Here we see Israel worship as a response to what God has already done, but we also
see worship come before deliverance happens. Paul and Silas, two of the first
missionaries in the New Testament had been thrown in prison in the city of Philippi. And
in Acts 16: 23-25 we read, * And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they
threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. > Having received this
order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. #* About
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them, Where did this worship come from if deliverance had not even been
provided? It was because they had experienced the greatest deliverance. This event of
the crossing of the Red Sea was an incredible miracle of deliverance, but there is a
greater deliverance and display of God’s power than pushing back water and letting it
go. 1Corinthians 1:18-19 describes this miracle when it says, '°For the word of the
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God. Those men had recognized their sin that divided them from their Creator, and
their need to be saved from their sin. That salvation from sin is only available through
the one who was the greater Moses, who provides the path from humans dead in sin to
the glory of a holy God by the cross where he died and took our sin on himself and the
punishment we deserve. And just like Paul and Silas and Moses himself by faith in a
future redeemer, when we repent of our sin and accept Jesus Christ as our Savior, we
experience the greatest miracle ever. We move from death to life from perishing to
saved. It is only through Jesus Christ. That leads to worship no matter what our
circumstances are. If God’s leading doesn’t bring you to a place of greater worship and
dependence on him, then | have to question whether it is God’s leading or your own
desires that you have been following. God’s leading does not generally lead through the
path of least resistance, but it will lead to a place of greater faith. We follow God by
remembering his work, trusting in his direction and responding to that leading in
worship. Is that how you are following God today? Let’s pray.



