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2Timothy 2:1-7 Endure to the End

The theme of this series in 2Timothy is to “remain faithful.” We have seen that when
Paul pointed out in chapter 1, verse 12 that he was... “not ashamed, for | know whom |
have believed, and | am convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has been
entrusted to me.” He was trusting in Jesus Christ to guard him against falling away from
the gospel. Then in verse 14, he tells Timothy to guard that same “good deposit
entrusted to you...” through the power of the Holy Spirit, “who dwells within us.” Then
Paul gives an example of two men, Phygelus and Hermogenes, who have forsaken the
gospel and not remained faithful in verse 15. But he also gives an example of a man
Onesiphorus who does remain faithful in verse 16. Now as we enter chapter 2, verses 1-
7, Paul lays out for Timothy and all of us what will be required for us to remain faithful
to the gospel and endure until the very end of our lives. Let’s begin by reading this
passage. 2 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ

Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
faithful men,”™ who will be able to teach others also. ®Share in suffering as a good soldier
of Christ Jesus. *No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please
the one who enlisted him. ° An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to
the rules. °It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the

crops. ' Think over what | say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.

In this passage Paul gives three instructions to Timothy that if followed will help him
and us to remain faithful and endure to the end. The first instruction we see to
Timothy is to Trust in God’s grace. We see that in verse 1, You then, my child, be
strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus... We see here a deep seated emotion
come from Paul. He is the father speaking to his beloved son. What | picture is a dad
coming to his son for a really serious conversation. He sits him down and starts by
telling him how much he loves him and wants the absolute best for his life. Then that
dad, Paul, gives his son the most important truth he can. And he tells him one thing -
you need God’s grace. It is through Jesus Christ that God pours out his grace on us.
Remember that grace is God giving us what we don’t deserve. God is the holy creator.
Revelation 4:11 tells us that “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were
created.” He made us to glorify him and image him in the world. But we have failed to do
that because of sin, because all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 3:23. But when we read just one more verse in Romans 3:24, we see that
although we are sinners, we “are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus.” The reason the Bible speaks of Jesus Christ as being the source
of God’s grace and gift to us is that when Jesus died on the cross, he took our sins on
himself and bore the penalty of God’s wrath against that sin. Then he rose from the
dead conquering death which Romans 6:23 tell us is the “wages of sin...” When we
repent and turn away from our sin and put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, then God
gives us forgiveness that we don’t deserve because he also gives us Christ’s
rightousness which is not our own. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, 21 For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God. That is the grace that saves us, and that is also the grace that we must live by. In
Jeremiah 32:40 God says, *| will make with them an everlasting covenant, that | will not
turn away from doing good to them. And | will put the fear of me in their hearts, that
they may not turn from me. Our salvation is an everlasting covenant that brings eternal
life, and our God says that he will not turn away from doing good, in other words
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showing his grace, to all who are part of his covenant. So, his grace is available to us for
this life, not just the next. We find strength in knowing that God has promised to do
good and give grace to each of us who are his own. So when our faith is near failing
because we don’t know what God is doing, we can call out to God for strength to keep
going. What is clear in this passage is that hardship will come. And in those difficult
times, we can call upon the God of grace and know that he has the strength described in
Psalm 46. Psalm 46:1-3 says, God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains
be moved into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam, though the
mountains tremble at its swelling.

So how do we remain faithful and endure to the end- trust in God’s grace. The second
instruction we see to Timothy after telling him to trust in God’s grace, is to invest in
others. Verse 2 says, “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to faithful men,” who will be able to teach others also. How do we
endure faithfully throughout our lives? We invest our lives in reproducing faithfulness in
others. How does this lead to endurance in our Christian life? In order to teach
something, you have to know that subject well. If you aren’t personally growing in your
faith, you can’t share it well with others. So, we don’t share our faith. And our
conversations with brothers and sisters at church look the same as the world around us
as we discuss sports, education, work or other things. Why is that? Because we have
nothing to share with others regarding the work God is doing in our lives. Our faith is
stagnant and rather than growing in grace, we just go through the motions of church
and it becomes easier and easier to not practice our faith at all. Its why we see some
church members who were excited about their faith when they first got saved, they
hated missing the weekly gathering of the church for worship, but now we rarely see
them. They are not growing in grace and so they see no need to gather with the church
to pour into others. But the picture the Bible presents is that as Christians, we have a
responsibility to build up each other in the faith. That is difficult to do when we don’t
gather. We see this in the book of Ephesians. First, look at Ephesians 4:15-16 15
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so
that it builds itself up in love. Notice this is to the entire church building up each other
together; he uses the pronoun “we” are to grow up! And these verses end with the fact
that the church body itself grows by ....building itself up in love. And if we drop back to
Ephesians 4:11-12, we see that Pastors/Shepherds role is to equip the church members
to be able to do that well. Ephesians 4:11-12 says, 1 And he gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ... We continue to see this idea when
we move into Ephesians 5. Ephesians 5:19 says, “addressing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart...”
Even our congregational singing is intended in part to be a time where we share God’s
Word through song with each other to encourage each other in song as well as singing
to God. So, this applies to all of us by the fact that all of us who know Christ are
supposed to investing in other brothers and sisters in the church to build them up.

But we should go back to those verses and narrow the focus a bit to the original
recipient of the letter Timothy. Timothy is a pastor, an elder, in the church. So when Paul
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says, ...what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
faithful men, Paul is telling him as an Elder to raise up other elders. One of my highest
goals as a pastor is to invest in other men, especially younger men to see them grow to
become elders themselves. To my shame | haven’t done this in a very consistent way,
but | really want our church to be a training ground for pastors to be raised up from
within the church. Of course this would include missionaries coming here to learn
language and culture and be sent out to make disciples and plant new churches. But it
should include men who have been part of our church for a long time, and younger men
who were children and teenagers at YIBC. The average age of pastors in Japan is
between 60 and 70 and a significant number are over age 70. According to articles from
Samurai Project which is seeking to train pastors here in Japan, there are estimates that
by 2030, 50% of all churches in Japan will be without a pastor. This is a problem that
should concern us, and the only way to correct that problem is to raise up new
pastors/elders. And while we should be raising up Elders to stay here at YIBC, we need
to be thinking about and working towards raising up Elders who can be sent out to plant
and pastor churches in other places in this country or even as missionaries around the
world. One of my prayers for my ministry at YIBC is that the next lead pastor who
replaces me, if God wills, hopefully 15 or 20 years from now, will be a younger man who
has been trained for ministry right here at YIBC. So, if we are not in the business of
identifying and training faithful men to be Elders, then we are failing in one part of
making disciples in our church. And this would apply to women as well. If we are not
identifying younger women and giving them the opportunity and the Biblical training to
serve with their gifts in the local church and the larger Body of Christ here in Japan and
around the world, then we are not truly making disciples as we should. Let me say this
to men and women, especially those of you who consider yourself young, if you want to
be mentored towards increased ministry, please come talk to me so we can be more
intentional in that mentorship with either me or another Elder or a Godly lady in this
church. Some of you sitting here and listening to this message today are already being
prepared by God to be Elders, Deacons, missionaries, para-church ministry workers,
Bible study teachers, Christian book translators or authors, and we as a church need to
provide you the opportunity to learn and to grow into that role that God is preparing you
for.

So how do we remain faithful and endure to the end- trust in God’s grace, and as we
grow in that grace, we invest in others. But this life of trusting God and spending it
investing in others will not be easy, so Paul uses a series of illustrations to make his
third point that remaining faithful to the end will require us to endure in hardship. In
verse 3, he says to Timothy °Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. Then
in verse 5 he says, ° An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the
rules. And in verse 6, °It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of
the crops. What point is he making here? What do all three of these - soldier, athlete,
farmer — have in common? They are hard! To be a soldier means you will suffer. When |
was 18 years old, | went to Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island South Carolina and
spent three months being trained to be a United States Marine. It was hard and painful,
as verse 5 says suffering! But the reason the training is hard and difficult is because you
are training for war, which is harder and has more suffering. And how about an athlete. |
used to enjoy running marathons (42 kilometers), a long time and a lot of kilograms ago!
In order to finish that distance, it involves many hours each week just pounding the
pavement in training to longer and longer distances. Now of course, there have been



cheaters in those races, who may run a couple of miles and then have a car pick them
up and eventually rejoin the race at the end. When they are found out, they get no prize
because they didn’t do the work to actually complete the race. And then there is the
farmer. His income and likely his family’s food depends on the crops coming up. Those
crops are not easy to raise, so his life revolves around the planting season and weeding
and keeping the birds and the bugs away, and then harvesting at just the right time. No
one would argue that the farmer does not work hard, but that work is rewarded with the
fresh vegetables on his plate after harvest. All of these illustrations point to the fact
that following Jesus will be a life of enduring hardship. For too many Christians, we try
to avoid hardship and suffering. Rather than seeking to run away from it, we should look
to Jesus for the grace to go through and endure that hardness to receive the reward
that awaits us in Heaven and the blessing here on earth. This is what we see in verse 4
about the soldier. Paul says, “No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim
is to please the one who enlisted him. So many things can distract us from a life focused
on faithfully following Jesus to the end. These “civilian pursuits” can be good things like
education, vacations, entertainment, even our necessary job. Or they can be damaging
things like alcohol, excessive scrolling on social media, addictions, or greed for money.
The point is that if we seek to live by God’s grace, pouring ourselves into others, it will
take focused and hard work to remain dedicated to that effort. It will not just happen.
And this takes us back to the beginning of this message - you will need God’s grace to
accomplish that work.

But here at the end of this message, | want you to stop and consider what we have just
read. In verse 7 this is exactly what Paul tells Timothy after giving him these
instructions. He says, Think about it! “ Think over what | say ...for the Lord will give you
understanding in everything.” The fact is that you have heard me and maybe other
pastors preach hundreds of sermons. We can listen to sermons or read the Bible with
such a lackadaisical ho-hum attitude sometimes. We accept the Bible as true. We accept
that what we read and hear preached is good. But when we listen to a sermon or read
the Bible, which | would encourage you to do every day, and then quickly move on to
whatever else fills our day, we are not taking the time to really think about what God is
telling us in his Word. This idea of living a Christian life that will remain faithful to the
end of your life is so important that Paul ends by saying - think about it, and pray for
God to give you understanding of how it directly applies to Timothy and now to you. So,
don’t walk away to day and forget about these truths. Pray that God will show you what
your response to his Word should be today. Have you experienced God’s grace? If you
haven’t repent of your sins today and accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. If
you have then live by that grace. Who are you investing in to see them move closer to
Christ, or do you need to allow the church to invest in you so that you can be the next
Deacon or Pastor or missionary? Finally, are you going to let the things of this world
distract you from the hard work of following Christ? Or will you keep training like a
soldier, running like an athlete or working like a farmer until the day you take your last
breath and stand face to face in front of your Lord Jesus Christ? Let’s pray.



