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Welcome the King
Psalm 24:1-10
July 27, 2025

Intro:
Good morning, my name is Chris Renfro. | serve at the Lead Pastor of Hope Church Union Hill. We are
so grateful for YIBC and for your partnership to serve Jesus Christ.

This morning we’ll be in Psalm 24 so if you have a Bible you can open it up there.

INTRO - we’re going to do some quick Bible History to set up Psalm 24 - Most scholars believe that
David wrote it to be sung as the “Ark of the Covenant” was being brought into Jerusalem after it had
been in enemy territory.

In Exodus 40 the tabernacle is built. God instructs His people to build the Ark of the Covenant, which
symbolizes his presence. His glory dwells there in the tabernacle in a pillar of cloud by day and of fire
by night. After the people wander in the wilderness for 40 years, they enter the Promised Land.
They’ve been in the promised land for about 350 years, and they are in a battle at a place called
Ebeneezer, and they are losing... so they come up with the idea to bring the ark of the covenantto the
battle, kind of like a good luck charm. And they lose it. The philistines capture it and it ends up being a
curse to them. So the Philistines put it behind some cows and just try to send it back... its stops at a
place called Beth-Shemesh -1 Samuel 6:19 - ' And he struck some of the men of Beth-shemesh,
because they looked upon the ark of the Lord. He struck seventy men of them, and the people
mourned because the Lord had struck the people with a great blow. 2 Then the men of Beth-Shemesh
said, “Who is able to stand before the Lord, this holy God? And to whom shall he go up away from
us?”2'So they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The Philistines
have returned the ark of the Lord. Come down and take it up to you.”

So they ask for someone to come get it... and it is taken to the house of a man named Abinadab.
For 20 years. The Ark stays at the house of Abinadab. Fast-forward — David is anointed as King,
Saul has died. And the first thing that David does as King is to go an to get the Ark and to bring it
back to its rightful place.

He throws it on a cart and has two of Abinadab’s sons accompany it on its trip back. They hit a
pothole on the way, the and one of the sons, name Uzzah, tries to catch it... and he is stuck down and
dies. And David gets really mad at God and really scared... so they pull over and drop it off at the
house of a man named Obed-Edom. And for 3 months, God blesses Obed-Edom.

After three months David is ready to bring the ark into Jerusalem — so, instead of a cart, he does it the
right way, he gets the Levites and they transported it the way that moses transported it, with poles,
and they carry it into the Jerusalem with much rejoicing and dancing.

| share all that to set this up... David wrote this Psalm for this moment:

The main point of the Psalm 24 - is for you and | to Welcome the King into our lives. To open wide
the doors of our hearts and to welcome him in. Not just one time, but every day of our lives.

How do you WELCOME the King of Glory?

First, 1) Recognize who He is — Psalm 24:1-2 - The earth is the Lord'’s and the fullness thereof, the
world and those who dwell therein, 2for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the
rivers.



Verses 1 and 2 say that God is the Owner, the Possessor, and Creator of everything; in Heaven and on
Earth.

What does this mean?
A) All things are His - He is the creator of all things and he is the sustainer of all things. Who is this
creator and sustainer of all things?

At our Church we just finished preaching through Colossians. Colossians 1:16-17 - For by him
(Jesus) all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones

or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. '7 And he is
before all things, and in him all things hold together.

It’s not only the earth, (in a general sense) that belongs to Him... but the fullness thereof —

If you have kids you get this... my kids when they want to tell me that something is “theirs”. We have
this most comfortable seat on our couch. The kids always want to call that spot and say that its “their
spot.” Sometimes | have to remind them. That no spot in our house is there spot. The house isn’t
theirs; the couch isn’t theirs, the yard isn’t theirs, the food isn’t theirs...

B) All Things Reflect His Glory.
This means that all creation reveals the glory of its creator:

Anyone an outdoor person? My oldest son and | do a father son trip and in may we went to Colorado.

Rocky Mountain National Park - It was beautiful. It was majestic. It was awesome. But it was not
divine in itself. It is subject to its creator and reveals the glory of its creator.

His creation reflects His glory: Mountains reflect his glory, the ocean reflects his glory, nature reflects
his glory. The beach reflects his glory. The moon and the stars reflect his glory... you and |, especially
reflect his glory. We are SPECIAL glory reflectors - The imago dei.

What does this mean for us?

You can trust Him.... You can trust the one who owns it all: - Do you believe that?
If EVERYTHING is the Lords. That changes that we that you live.

God owns it all, He sustains its all, He is deserving of all. Especially His people.

Second, how do you welcome the King of Glory?

2) Rest in what He’s done. - Psalm 24:3-6 - *\Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall
stand in his holy place? *He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul

to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. *He will receive blessing from

the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation. ®Such is the generation of those who seek
him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah

You may say, where is the restin these verses?? Ascending the Hill of the Lord.... What kind of hillis
that? Is that a bunny slope or is that Mount Everest?

Clean hands, pure heart... None of this sounds like rest...



You can see how as David wrote this Psalm the need for purity. He recognized that anyone who came
near to God’s presence or even looked at it wrong was killed, or even accidentally touched it was
killed...To come before the presence of anyone in true authority you must be prepared.

Meeting someone in a great position of power or authority — CEO or your company — a Celebrity ---a
potential spouse.

But what is the comparison to coming before a HOLY God?

David describes the requirement for coming near to Gods presence.

A) Clean hands - External - This represents right actions — literally, is free from any guilt.
B) Pure heart - Internal - Must be blameless —pure motives, thoughts, and emotions.

C) Is not hypocritical - Does not pursue anything other than the Lord.

D) Is not deceitful - There is no deception or false motives in their heart.

This leaves us with a problem: Who can ascend that hill? Who can come into his presence?

Charles Spurgeon said in - “It is uphill work for the creature to reach the creator. Where is the
mighty climber who can scale the towering heights?”

The reality is none of us are strong enough to ascend the Hill of the Lord. None of us are good enough
to stand in His presence. None of us are clean enough to come near...

You may be here this morning and your saying, | can’t do that. I’m not good enough, I’m not strong
enough, I’m not clean enough... you’re in the company of every person who has ever walked this earth.

None of us could make our way to God... so He made a way to us.

John 1:14 - “"* And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Sonfrom the Father, full of grace and truth.

He stands in our place and He give us His righteousness:

If our righteousness is found in Him we receive the blessing that David describes in Psalm 24:5 - “He
will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation.”

What does this mean for us? Rest in the one who stands in our place.
Rest in Him today. struggling? toiling? desperate? You can rest in Him today.

-He stands in your place. He has done the work.

Finally, how do you welcome the King of Glory?

3) Receive Him in your heart. -7Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,

that the King of glory may come in. 8Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and

mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! °Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient

doors, that the King of glory may come in. "®Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King
of glory! Selah



This is a poetic liturgy with a call and response — The people would sing — Lift up your heads, O Gates!
And Be lifted up, O Ancient doors, that the king of glory may come in.

It’s a call for the Kings people to prepare the way for the King to come in. --- In most weddings you have
what is call the “processional”. ---“The entrance of the groom... The seating of the grandparents, the

seating of the parents, the groomsmen, the bridesmaids... The processionalis all a part of the
preparation... for what...? That moment. That moment when the doors open and the bride as
arrived... and everyone stands.

This Psalm is a processional song. To prepare the people for the great arrival of the Glorious King. The
presence of the true King.

What are we to do? To let the king in. Not into a city but into their hearts. It’s a call to open wide the
door of your heart. To make way for the King to come in.

In Psalm 24, someone would cry out... WHO IS THIS KING OF GLORY? Who is this King of Glory?

He is the alpha and the omega, the beginning and the end.
He is the lion of the tribe of Judah.

HE is the good shepherd.

He is the wonderful counselor

HE is the Lord of Lords

He is Messiah

He is Immanuel

He is the Lamb of God.

HE is the Son of Man

He is the Suffering Servant

HE is Everlasting Father

HE is Prince of Peace

He is The Righteous Branch

HE is the Desire of all Nations

HE is the Word made Flesh

HE is the Light of the World

HE is the Bread of Life

HE is the True Vine

He is the Chief Cornerstone

HE is the Image of the Invisible God

HE is the firstborn overall of creation

HE is the radiance of the Glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature.
HE is the great High Priest

He is our friend

HE is our Advocate

HE is our Redeemer

HE is the Author and Finisher of our faith.
HE is the Firstborn from the Dead.

HE is the Lamb who was slain

HE is the Rider of the great White Horse.

HIS NAME IS JESUS. HE IS THE KING. OF. GLORY.



You can say the words. But have you welcomed him in your heart?
You can sing the songs. But do you know Him personally?
--The reality is that many people miss it.

When David wrote this Psalm, he was carrying the Ark; symbol of the presence of God up to
Jerusalem:;... But it wouldn’t be realized until the true presence of God ascended that Hill... When
Jesus ascended that Hill on Palm Sunday. Riding on a donkey.

In Jewish liturgy Psalm 24 was sung on the first day of the week---in the Jewish calendar that would be
our Sunday. So here is what that means, On Palm Sunday, as Jesus was riding through the city gates of
Jerusalem on a donkey, the Priests, the religious leaders were in the temple singing these words.
“7Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come
in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!

The priests and people of Jesus’ day -they sang the words, but missed the one who the song was
about.

- You may let Jesus into your house.

- You may let Jesus into your schedule.

- You may let Jesus into your family.

- You may let Jesus into your wallet

- You may let Jesus into your head

- BUTHAVE YOU ACTUALLY LET HIM INTO YOUR HEART?

There is no other way. -John 14:6 - Jesus said, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.

Closing / Prayer



