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Faithful steward of the Word 2 Timothy 2:14-19

Today’s message is on the Word of God, what we commonly call the Bible.

That Word has been given to us, and our passage today calls us to steward the truth
that we have received. This means that we should be committed to knowing the truth
and protecting it from those who try to distort it.

Let us read the passage from 2 Timothy 2:14. 74 Remind them of these things, and
charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only
ruins the hearers. In verse 14, Paul has two exhortations for us. The first is Remind
them of these things... These things are the truth of the gospel, as we learned 2 weeks
ago through the message heralded by Brother Koi, from 2 Timothy 2 verses 8-13. Paul
reminds Timothy to stay committed to the Gospel. He encourages him to remember
Christ and His resurrection and implications of Christ’s work both for those who believe
and for those who deny Him. Paul’s letter to Timothy serves as a guiding light for us to
continually remind believers of the foundational truths of the Gospel. The phrase
“Remind them of these things” underscores the importance of reinforcing essential
doctrines within the church ensuring a firm grounding in the faith. But secondly, Paul
also charges them to avoid unprofitable words. He recognized that there is quarrel
about words that distract from the truth rather than promoting it. Titus 3:9 But avoid
foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they
are unprofitable and worthless. Paul calls on Timothy to charge the church, before the
face of God, to avoid these unprofitable quarrels about words.

We should look at the significance of the phrase, charge them before God. We see this
idea throughout Scripture. As we have seen in Exodus, God charged Moses with leading
his people and after him Joshua. When we come to the New Testament, we see Jesus
charging his disciples to love one another in John 13:34-35, to humbly serve others in
Mark 10: 44-45, to stay alert and pray to be prepared in Luke 21:36, and to be ready
for persecution in Matthew 10:16-20.—And we see him give the greatest of all charges-
the Great Commission. Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you—As the New
Testament continues, we see the apostle Paul gives charges to Timothy and Titus and to
churches he greets in his letters like this one. As God’s workers we must have our eyes
toward pleasing our Master and have a healthy fear of His disapproval. Having a
reverence for God enables us to live wisely a life that honors God. Proverbs 9:10 7he
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is
insight. God’s charge is a profound expression of His sovereign will and His people to be
workers of His redemptive plan. It is a sacred duty entrusted to believers. It requires a
response of obedience, faith, and commitment. |f we remain in the center of His
sovereign will, He will equip and empower us to fulfill the divine assignments by His
presence and by His provision, Philippians 4:16 And my God will supply every need of
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. As believers, we are called to
emulate Paul’s teachings by focusing on building each other up through our words and
actions, avoiding trivial disputes and always seeking unity in His love. So, as the people
of God we should pay careful attention to both exhortations. First, we must never forget
our continual need to hear and believe the Gospel. The Gospel is not only the means of
our salvation, it is also the means for our continued growth in Christ. Second, we must
recognize the difference between defending the truth and participating in word-wars
that only distract us from the truth.



Rather than useless wars over words, we should instead turn our attention to the one
Word that is above all others, the Word of God. Look next at verse 15. 15 Do your best
to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. In this verse Paul calls on Timothy to work
hard to know and teach the Word of God rightly. He says, rightly handling the word of
truth. He wants Timothy to know that this is work that is done in the presence of God,
for His approval and that those who do it well can stand before God without shame. A
worker approved to God is one who uses His Word in diligence to remind repeatedly the
fellow believers of Christ, about His resurrection and the Gospel, and charges them to
avoid unprofitable quarrels. For all believers of Jesus, 2 Timothy 2:15 is an important
reminder of our stewardship of the truth and of how important it is for us to be diligent
in our effort to know and apply the truth of God. The Scriptures serve as the ultimate
guide for faith and practice, and believers are called to be God’s stewards of this divine
revelation.1 Corinthians 4:2 says 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be
found faithful. It requires the believers spiritual understanding and full commitment to
stewardship. Christian stewardship is the giving back to God what He has entrusted us.
Believers accomplish this by being wise managers of the gifts that God has given to
them. God makes sure we can all serve Him by preparing us for His purpose. Ephesians
4:11-12 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, He blesses us with the fruits of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23, But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gooadness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no /law. He gives us talents, James 1:17. Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. God blesses us with financial
stability. Deuteronomy 8:18, 18 You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who
gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your
fathers, as it is this day. And He gives us the time to do His work here on earth.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2. For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven:2 a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
what is planted; All of life is a stewardship we are given by God, and His Word is a
foundational stewardship of all the others that we are accountable for.

We see that accountability for that stewardship in verse 15. 75 Do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth. When you rightly handle the Word of truth, then you
are approved as a workman. This verse underscores the importance of rightly dividing
the Word, ensuring that it is taught correctly and without distortion. Stewardship of
God's Word also involves living in accordance with its teachings. James 1:22-25
emphasizes the necessity of being doers of the Word, not merely hearers. But be doers
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a
mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.
25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being
no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. This passage
calls believers to embody the principles of Scripture in their daily lives. As believers and
stewards of His Word, we demonstrate what we believe through lifestyle changes. We
live out our faith by studying the Word, seeking His will as we listen to His still small
voice, and act to please the Master. God said to us in Isaiah 43:10 “You are my



witnesses,” declares the Lord, ‘and my servant whom | have chosen, that you may know
and believe me and understand that | am he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall
there be any after me. The Lord Jesus promised us in John 14:16 And | will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,

The Lord entrusted us with a task, a serious and solemn responsibility. Part of our
stewardship of God’s Word is that we are to be His witnesses to tell the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Acts 1:8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”1 Peter 3:15 "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope
that you have." These verses tell us the importance of sharing faith, the call to
evangelism, and the role of the Holy Spirit in witnessing. God has given each of us a
unique part. You may be an elder, a preacher, a bible study teacher, a deacon, a
ministry worker, a prayer warrior, or whatever you are and do, do everything in faith
relying on His Spirit for the glory of God. The stewardship of God's Word requires us to
actively share our faith by being His witness to tell others how Jesus has changed us as
we placed our faith in Him. We should love to tell the story of Jesus and His love
because as the old hymn says, for some have never heard the message of salvation
from God's own holy Word. Paul also tells us how one day there will be an inspection of
our work. 1 Corinthians 3:13-15 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work
each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he
will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as through fire. So, our faithfulness with God’s Word will
be tested, and some will be approved, and some will not be. To some He will say, We//
done, good and faithful servant. and to others He will say, You wicked and slothful
servant!

But as we seek to be faithful with this word that is entrusted to us, there are those
Satan places in our path to keep us from being handling the Word of God well. Look at
verse 16. 76 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more
ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus
and Philetus, 18 who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has
already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. Not only must Timothy know
the truth, but he is also instructed to avoid those who contradict or falsify the truth.
While there are some false teachers and teachings that should be confronted with, there
are some that should simply be avoided because of the nature of distortion. Paul speaks
of this throughout his letters. 1Timothy 1: 3 As / urged you when | was going to
Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any
different doctrine, 1Timothy 6:20 O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid
the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” Titus
3:10 As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have
nothing more to do with him, Paul makes it clear that there will be disastrous results that
lead to ungodliness from this kind of distortion of the truth. And it can spread quickly
like a disease to others. Paul offers a specific example and names two men who have
swerved from the truth and participated in this kind of false teaching that the
resurrection had already taken place. With so much error and false doctrine in the world,
we must be diligent in the use of the Word to remind and charge our family in Christ



with the help and encouragement of the letters to Timothy and Titus so that we can
present ourselves approved to God as workers who do not need to be ashamed.

And while sometimes it may not be immediately clear that someone is a false teacher,
God knows who are his. Look at verse 19. 719 But God's firm foundation stands,
bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names
the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” Here Paul offers assurance about the
stability of our faith and the security of those who truly belong to God. After these
warnings about false teaching and those who have fallen away, Paul gives this
encouragement: God’s firm foundation stands. The Gospel and Christ’s Church will not
fall. Then he offers two seals that are revealed as this foundation. Paul gives us the
assurance that God knows His people and that we need not fear being forgotten by Him.
This is from Numbers 16:5. /n the morning the Lord will show who is his, and who is
holy, and will bring him near to him. The one whom he chooses he will bring near to him.
Jesus assures us in John 10:14-15. / am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own
know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my life
for the sheep. The Lord defends, protects and upholds who He has elected to salvation.
God’s people will obey Him. Paul assures us that those who are God’s, will live in
obedience to Him and depart from iniquity since He perfects His believers. True
believers will persevere. Philippians 1:6 And / am sure of this, that he who began a good
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

As we grow in our faith, we realize that we are in constant battle against spiritual forces
that seek to derail us from our faith. The Word of God becomes our weapon in this
warfare. It empowers us to fight against lies and deception, offering the truth that
strengthens our resolve. The Word is the vital part of our spiritual armor, giving us
defense and offense as we stand firm in faith. Armed with Scripture, we can confront
challenges and obstacles, knowing that God’s Word has the power to break chains and
set us free.

The Word is God’s and not ours. We should praise God for His Word and thank Him for
charging us to be His stewards of the truth to proclaim the Gospel in ways He enables us
to glorify Him. But we can only do that if we know him through Jesus Christ. And we don’t
know him naturally. The Bible teaches in Romans 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, Sin separates us from God, creating a need for reconciliation and
redemption. The message of the gospel though is that Jesus died and rose again for our
sin. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, For / delivered to you as of first importance what | also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was
ralsed on the third day according to the Scriptures. When we repent of our sins and
believe in Jesus Christ by putting our faith in him and his sacrifice for us, we are saved
from our sin. Acts 3:19 says, Repent, then, and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped
away. And Ephesians 2:8-9: For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and this
not from yourselves; it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast. We
accept Jesus by faith when we repent of our sins. The Word of God that we faithfully
steward shows us the greatest message of all in this gospel summarized in John 3:16, For
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that everyone who believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life. Will you believe this truth from God’s Word
today and accept the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ? Let us pray.



