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2Timothy 3:10-17 Stay in the Word

As Dexter addressed last week in his message, our passage for today, 2Timothy 3:10-
16, is preceded by a description of the world we are living in today. A world that is
increasingly more sinful as the return of Jesus Christ draws nearer every day. For proof
of that look at any number of news articles. In the Asahi Shimbun a few weeks ago
speaking about selective reduction abortions, | read the following quote: “7he
procedures were conducted during weeks 11 to 13 of pregnancy using potassium
chloride injections to stop the heartbeat of the selected fetus.” It’s easy to talk about
killing a baby when it is just a fetus and collection of cells rather than a human being
with an active heartbeat. Society would rather not think about human life and the image
of God that each of those lives bears. When we begin to look at the world around us
through the eyes of Christ, that worldview will lead us to see many things in that way in
a society increasingly disconnected from God. As Dexter pointed to last week, this whole
chapter is showing what our response should be to the increasingly more sinful situation
in the world. And as this passage continues the Apostle Paul points us to the one
ultimate source of truth and clear direction in a world that is more and more ethically
blurry and morally corrupted all the time. That ultimate source of truth is the Word of
God, the Bible. And the encouragement to Timothy and to the church in this increasinly
sinful world is to stay in the Word!

Let’s continue by reading the first part of our passage for today, 2Timothy 3:10-13.
"°You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my
patience, my love, my steadfastness, '' my persecutions and sufferings that happened to
me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions | endured; yet from them
all the Lord rescued me. ?Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted, " while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving
and being deceived. Timothy had the best example of faithfulness to the call of God on
his life in his mentor, Paul. He had observed Paul’s manner of living up close. And so he
begins what is his final encouragement or exhortation to Timothy to help him stand up in
the face of evil by pointing out 9 different aspects of his own life that could help
Timothy to stand firm in following Christ. He says first that Timothy knew about his
“teaching.” Think about how much of the Bible Paul wrote in the New Testament. It is
generally considered that his 13 or 14 (Hebrews isn’t clear) of 27 books make up 24%
of the new Testament. So going to Paul’s teaching, which we recognize as the Word of
God for reasons we will see when we get to vierse 16, can sustain us in the middle of an
evil world. But secondly, he says Timothy followed his conduct as an example of how to
respond to evil around him. The teaching of Paul was not just words, but actions. His
way of life, his conduct was obedience to the Word of God that he was teaching. And
this was true for all areas of Paul’s life as we see the third aspect of his life that
Timothy knew and should model - his aim in life. The more we know God through the
Word of God, it should shape the direction of our entire life and purpose. This purpose
is not just in a life dedicated to full time ministry of some sort. Remember this letter is
directed not just to Timothy but to the church. No matter what profession you have,
whether homemaker or accountant or school teacher or chef or plumber or electrician or
data processor or factory worker, your aim in life, your purpose should be to glorify God
through obedience to God’s Word.



And this obedience is possible because of our faith in Jesus Christ that shapes all of our
life. So Paul reminds Timothy of the fourth aspect of his life that he has observed when
he says, Timothy, you know... “my faith.” Faith is the means by which a person receives
the benefits of Christ’s atoning work, his death for us on the cross. Ephesians 2:8-9
says, 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. God gives us this
faith so that we can believe in Jesus and the fact that what he did on the cross saves us
from our sin. All of us are sinners. We have failed to obey and honor God’s law and that
sin has separated us from God and his family that he intends for his creation to be a
part of. But Acts 16:31 says in part, Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved...
God shows his grace towards us by giving us the faith to believe in Jesus and accept
him as our Lord and Savior. But that faith continues to be how we live our lives as we
look at every circumstance of life through the lens of the cross. This means we begin to
examine everything through the understanding of our sinful unworthiness, and God’s
love shown to us by Jesus dying to redeem us from our sin and rescue us from God’s
eternal wrath against that sin.

Real faith in Jesus Christ that Paul had and Timothy had and we can have as well is not
a faith that gives mental assent to the truth and then goes about life as if nothing has
changed. It is a faith that is demonstrated by real change in every area of our lives. So,
Paul reminds Timothy of a fifth, sixth and seventh characteristic of his life that shows
Timothy the difference his faith has made. He is more patient towards others. He deeply
loves and cares about others. And he pursues living out his faith in way that is resolute
or steadfast and firm in the face of any circumstance. And he needs that steadfastness
in his faith to keep on going, because there are two final aspects of Paul’s life that are
certain for the follower of Christ - number 8 persecution and number 9, suffering.
Persecution specifically, is suffering for the cause of Christ. So, verse 12 tells us,
"?Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted... Now, not
all suffering is persecution. In fact some suffering is just a normal part of human
existance that would be felt by Christian and non-Christian alike. Other suffering we
bring on ourselves because of our own sinful actions and attitudes. But every person
who knows Jesus Christ and truly lives in a Christlike way, will face some type of
persecution. Here in a country with freedom of religion, you may lose a job opportunity
or not be trusted because of your commitment to ethics formed by the Bible. Some of
you may face the anger of your family because you can’t participate in certain family
traditions that involve ancestor worship and Shinto and Buddhist ceremonies. As a
church there may come a day where standing fast on the truth of Scripture may risk our
Religious Entity status or tax exemption. But in other countries, you literally risk your
freedom or even your life if you follow Jesus Christ. This is not something that we seek
or necessarily seek to avoid, but we are promised that it will happen in some way.

Paul reminds Timothy of some specific times of persecution that he suffered. These
three cities mentioned were likely cities where Timothy was actually traveling with Paul
and saw the persecution first hand. We read about Antioch in Acts 13:49-50 And the
word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited
the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. So, they
left and went to Iconium, and we read what happened there in verses 4-5 of Acts 14...
4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the



apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to
mistreat them and to stone them... They leave from there to the town of Lystra where
the persecution takes a deadly turn. We read in Acts 14:19 But Jews came from
Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged
him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. None of this happened because they
broke laws or committed crimes. They were preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ and
even healing people, and religious leaders got angry because people were believing the
message they were proclaiming.

How do you live your life in this increasingly evil world in such a way that your faith in
Christ is evident to all through a changed life, even in the face of persecution? The
answer is the Word of God that Paul teaches and that he now explains. Let’s read
verses 14-17. '*But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom™ you learned it '®and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. '° All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, '’ that the man of
God™ may be complete, equipped for every good work. Before we get to the key verses
in this passage in verses 16-17, we should see the primary way Timothy learned the
Bible, here called the scriptures and the sacred writings. He learned it from childhood.
Remember back to 2Timothy 1:5 that says, 5 | am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith
that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am sure,
dwells in you as well. His mother and grandmother passed on their faith by ensuring that
Timothy knew the Word of God. As parents, we have to be concerned with so much that
our children need to learn. When they are born, they need us to do everything for them,
but we begin teaching them very soon how to eat, walk, and talk. Later on we put them
in kindergarten and read to them to begin their formal education. Toys become a way to
learn, and eventually we send them to school to learn in a formal setting. So much
learning for knowledge that makes life and success on this earth possible. But there is
only one place to learn the knowledge that will bring eternal salvation when you accept
and believe the truth...that is the Word of God that is able to make you wise for
salvation. The Bible says that salvation from our sin and the penalty and consequences
of our sin is found only through faith in Jesus Christ. Acts 4:12 tells us about Jesus,
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved.” The knowledge of Jesus Christ as found in the
Word of God is more important than any other knowledge you can gain in this world. As
parents and Christians we need to remember this as we make choices for ourselves and
our children in what we prioritize to read, to watch, to learn to better ourselves.

But the Word of God is not just for salvation. When we come to the end of today’s
passage, we see that the Bible is sufficient for all of life because of what makes it the
Word of God. What makes it the Word of God is its author. Verse 16 says, “All Scripture
is breathed out by God...” The old King James word for this is inspiration, so we talk
about the theological category of Biblical inspiration. It is the doctrine of how the
Scriptures came to be. And it all revolves around what it means that the Scripture is
“breathed out” by God. This is the only place in the Bible where the word,
THEOPNEUSTOS is used, so this idea of God breathing out his Word is very important.
There are many different theories of inspiration, but essentially there are four primary
views that are held and taught by Biblical scholars. The neo-orthodox view says
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Scripture becomes God’s Word as you read it. It contains God’s Word but is mostly a
human record of God’s revelation, not directly from God. This view is deficient in that
God is not directly involved in breathing out a living Word of God. The dictation view
claims God directly dictated every word, which ignores the distinct personalities and
styles of biblical writers. We see those styles for example, in the complex Greek of a
book like Hebrews compared to the simple Greek of the gospel of John. The limited
inspiration view sees the Bible mainly as human historical writings with little truly “God-
breathed” content, leaving it without the authority of God behind it. This does not seem
to agree at all with what God says through the Apostle Paul here in verse 16. Finally, the
view that best matches Scripture’s own claim is verbal plenary inspiration (ZXZEBH7TEE
). Verbal means every word is God’s Word, not just the ideas, and p/enary means
completely or fully inspired. 2 Peter 1:21 says, “For no prophecy was ever produced by
the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit...”
So God the Holy Spirit guided the words through the personalities and vocabulary of
those he chose to write. And verse 16 affirms, “ALL Scripture is God breathed::-” giving
us our term plenary.

And because the Word of God is breathed out by a perfect and holy God, then we can
declare that this Word of God as originally given is without error or inerrant in
everything it affirms and says. But it means even more than that, it means that it is the
authority for how we live our life. That is why the knowledge and wisdom it contains
which is directly from God is of far greater importance than anything else we can study.
And that authority of God’s Word makes it sufficient for all of life. This is where verse
16-17 ends. '° All Scripture is not only breathed out by God, it is... profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, '’ that the man of
God™ may be complete, equipped for every good work. This is why the Bible is so critical
for us to know. It doesn’t just tell us how to live for eternity, it tells us how to live now! It
is profitable, in other words, there is gain for us in reading and understanding and
memorizing and obeying God’s Word. It is where God teaches us who he is, and who we
are. It is in the Bible where we are reproved for our sins, where God tells us what is
wrong...and what is right. It is the Word of God that corrects us in those thoughts,
those actions that it shows to be sinful. And it is the Word of God that shows us how to
live our lives in a way that is truly righteous, without sin and in harmony with God
himself. When the Word of God is doing that work within us, then we are growing in
Christ and being equipped for the good work that the Bible tells us God has prepared
for each one of us to do in service to him. Ephesians 2:10 says, 10 For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them. How are we going to do whatever it is that God want us to
do? How are we going to navigate this sinful world that is all around us? How do we
evaluate other teaching we receive in school or even from news media or the culture
around us? We immerse ourselves in the Word of God. This Word is true and profitable
and will prepare us to live out our faith no matter what suffering or persecution comes
into our life. Let me close by encouraging us to take these words to heart from AW
Tozer’s book, Of God and Men, “Regarding God's Word, let us love it and live in it and
eat it and drink it and lie down on it and walk on it and stand on it and swear by it and
live by it and rest in it.” Let’s pray.
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