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Deuteronomy 6:1-9 Leaving a Legacy

This morning the sermon is not from Exodus. We finished the rest of the book last week,
and | will preach one final sermon covering the entire book next week. But this week, as
we think about our children and praying for God’s blessing on them, | want to take the
opportunity to speak to parents. But for those who are not parents in here, | want to
quickly say that this message is for all of us, whether we have children or not. Many of
you who do not personally have children work with our children here at church. You
influence young people or younger people at work or your extended family. Each of us
needs to take seriously our role in shaping the next generation in whatever role we have
in that. Because whether we have children or not, we all want to leave a legacy. A legacy
is the good you have done that influences others beyond your grave. It is the influence
you have had that shapes other people and continues to shape them even after you
have gone, and they pass that influence on to others in a way that makes your influence
felt even more than one generation later. In our passage today, in Deuteronomy 6:1-9,
we see God’s plan for parents and all of us to leave a legacy in this world when we die.

Let’s begin by reading verses 1-3. 6 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and
the rules®™—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them
in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, ?that you may fear the LORD your
God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his
commandments, which | command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may
be long. *Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with
you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has
promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. We have been studying Exodus and
seeing where God first gives Moses his law and the foundational Ten Commandments.
Most of the book of Deuteronomy is Moses repeating God’s law at the end of his life,
right before his death and encouraging the people to keep it. It wasn’t enough just to
know God’s rules, or even be in possession of them...they had to DO THEM! Most of us
in here probably have a Bible of some sort on our phone or maybe more than one. We
have a Bible or two or more sitting at our house somewhere. We possess the Word of
God, and all the commandments and expectations it contains, that’s not the problem.
The problem most of us have is we don’t obey it. But it is in obedience to God’s Word
that we pass on a worthwhile legacy to our children. Why do | say that We leave a
legacy through obedience? Notice the impact that this obedience has on not just the
person originally doing the obedience, but as verse 2 says, you, your son and your son’s
son... That’s three generations to start with learning to fear the LORD God, and how
does it say it happens? Again verse 2, “by keeping all his statutes and his
commandments...” That is obedience to God! When one generation sees the previous
generation following God, there is encouragement for that second and third generation
to follow and obey God as well.

But notice that this is planned obedience. Verse 3 says, Hear therefore... and be careful
to do them... Obedience won’t just happen. You won’t just come to church, listen to
God’s Word and naturally start obeying. It will take intentional carefulness to plan to
obey what you hear. For one example, if you don’t plan on Saturday night to get your
family up on Sunday morning and have everything ready to go to worship on time on
Sunday morning, then it will be easier and easier to not attend. And without the regular
gathering of the people of God, it will be difficult for you to pass on your legacy of faith
to your children. There are many areas of obedience for us to consider. Think of all the
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commandments that we covered in Exodus and that are being recounted by Moses here
in Deuteronomy. Your children are watching and see more than you think when you are
dishonest or when you are talking and gossipping about others. Your children are
watching when you let something come on television and watch with no correction to sin
that is put in front of your eyes and their eyes. Of course in the world that is inevitably
going to happen, but how are you going to address it so that it is clear that what is
portrayed is sin. | was on the train the other day, and it was one of the JR line trains
with the Television running ads and news articles. Generally, those are pretty
inoffensive....half of them seem to advertise Nintendo games! But they were advertising |
guess for a new TV drama that revolved around homosexuality, and it even showed
scenes of two men kissing. A parent has to address that when your child sees it if
nothing else to reinforce that God’s plan is for that to happen between a man and
woman who are married. Without those kind of intentional moments of obedience to
correct the world’s influence, it will be difficult for us as parents and adults to pass on a
legacy of faith against what the world is teaching. Do you know what is being taught in
school, and are you having conversations about those things in light of God’s Word and
obeying what he says rather than what society promotes?

Obedience is in many ways more “caught” than “taught.” Children will model what they
see you do. This is what we see when we look at Ephesians 6:1-4. Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first
commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live
long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord. Children are told to obey, but its specifically
because it is how we are supposed to respond to God, in obedience. So, a child’s
obedience to their parents models what each of our response to God is — also
obedience. But obedience is a two way street...if we expect their obedience, then we
have to model obedience in how we raise that child. We cannot expect the honor that
should come with that obedience if we ourselves are not honorable in how we interact
with our children. If we are an angry person who treats them in such a way that it leads
to their anger against us, they may be sinning by not obeying, but we are sinning in our
treatment of them. We need to model the obedience to God by how we treat them, and
how we treat our husband or wife in front of them if we expect that child to obey us in
the right spirit rather than out of fear of punishment. We don’t just want right actions,
we want a heart that actually follows God. Otherwise, when that child grows up and
leaves our home, they will also reject God’s rule in their lives. Right actions without a
right heart is legalism and not the gospel which is based on grace. As a parent you are
not just trying to get them to follow rules, but to experience the truth of Ephesians 2:8-
9. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. None of their
obedience to the Ten Commandments will earn them favor with God. In this passage, it
does seem like blessing will come in some form here on earth - long life and even
material blessing of some sort for those who try to live by God’s standards. This could
apply | believe to an unsaved person who believes that honoring their parents is a good
thing to do. | don’t know how far you can take this, but in a society like Japan, where
respect for Elders and family is built into society, you see the result in some some of the
longest lifespans on earth. That is not the same as salvation, though. And we need to
always try to pass on a legacy of real faith in God through Jesus Christ not based on



following rules but obedience in response to God’s grace shown us in saving us by the
faith he gives us to believe in Jesus Christ as our savior.

This real faith in God is what we see as verses 4-9 continue. * “Hear, O

Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”™ ° You shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these words that |
command you today shall be on your heart. " You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. ® You shall bind them as a sign on your
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. ° You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates. These verses begin with the “Shema”...
*“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. This is repeated daily by
observant Jews even today. The goal is not simply to obey, but to know God, and obey
him out of a heart of love for God. And the point of these verses as this passage
continues is that we learn obedience through the Word of God. If we are trying to pass
on a legacy of obedience to God that will last longer than our lives here on earth, then
we need to know how to obey God and even what it is that he wants us to do and how
he wants us to live. Knowing that comes through God’s Word. So, if we are to know
God’s Word and pass the knowledge of God’s Word to our children, then it will take a
lifetime of saturating our lives with the Word of God. If we want God’s Word to get from
our heads and into our hearts as verse 6 talks about, then we must have it as a regular
and constant part of our lives. Verse 7 point out the obvious for this to happen, we have
to teach it to our children. Now, if you are going teach something, then you have to
know it! You don’t need to go to Seminary, but are you learning God’s Word yourself so
that rather than saying, “Go ask the pastor” or “go ask your Sunday School teacher”,
you can open the Bible and explain to them what God’s Word is saying? Now of course,
those are valid and can be valuable options for a parent, but go with your child so you
can discuss with that pastor, that Sunday School teacher, what you learned by asking
that question. Now you are learning with them and teaching them by your desire to
improve your knowledge of God’s Word. Remember, the church is not the primary
discipler of your children, as a parent, you are!

But notice that its far more than formal teaching. Verse 7 says, talk of them when you
sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise. Are you constantly talking to your children about God’s Word, pointing them to
Scripture, simply having spiritual conversations with them? Believe me, | know its hard!
Beth and | are parents, too. Its not easy to have those conversations. Its not easy to
turn a conversation about minecraft or Mario or Kimitsu no Yaiba or OnePiece into an
opportunity for learning about God’s Word and how to be more obedient to God. But
that is what we should be trying to do...look for openings in conversations, which means
you need to have conversations with your children. Music can open these conversations
if you use Bible based music around your house or in your car. Regular family devotion
times where you sit and read the Bible and pray together should be the goal for each
family. It’s important enough that it is in our church covenant. They don’t need to be
long, and some days will be more difficult than others or they may not happen at all, but
are you trying? The point is that talking about the Bible to our kids and to those we have
influence over will help saturate their lives in God’s Word. Verses 8 and 9 talk about
putting Scripture figuratively on our bodies and the wall of our home. Some practicing
Jews will take this literally and tie “tefillin” boxes to their arms and heads containing
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passages of scripture. | don’t think that is what this is talking about. You don’t need to
have a Bible attached to you, although most of you probably have one on your phone.
You need to have it near you ready at all times. Yes, our phones make that helpful.
Some people do put Scripture up on their walls, which can be a good reminder of the
centrality of God’s Word in our families. But the point is that at all times and in many
different ways, the Word of God needs to be central to our lives, and central to the
interactions we have with our children and those we influence. Our prayer should be that
God would use the Word of God as our children hear it to work through the power of
the Holy Spirit to create real faith in them in Jesus Christ that results in obedience to
God’s Word. Not obedience just because mom and dad are obedient, but because they
have genuinely repented of their sin and accepted Jesus Christ by faith as their Lord
and Savior.

Some of you in here today, both children and adults may need to take that first step of
obedience. That first step is to obey the Gospel. 2Thessalonians 1 talks about Jesus’s
second coming to punish sinners and reward believers, and it says in verse 8 that he will
come “in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” Obeying the gospel, which says that we
are sinners who need a Savior to restore us to a relationship with God our Creator who
we sinned against, is repenting of sin and following Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
He died for your sin, and to obey him is to believe that and accept him by faith or face
God’s wrath we rightfully deserve for our sin. When we know Jesus Christ we are given
the Holy Spirit who empowers us to actually obey so that [we] may fear the LORD [our]
God. May we pass this fear of God as demonstrated in obedience onto our children by
saturating our lives and theirs in the Word of God. That is the greatest blessing your
children can receive from you and the greatest legacy you can leave behind for them.
Let’s pray.



