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Exodus Overview Sermon Exodus 1-40

Today, we completely finish up our study in Exodus. And to close out this sermon series,
| want to cover the entire book and review where we have been and what we can learn
from this book that reveals to us God’s plan and work on behalf of his people to free
them to worship him. But | want us to walk away from Exodus, not saying, wow, that’s a
great story of Israel. But saying this is a great story of God who delivers his people, and
still does so today. The first part of God’s deliverance starts off where all of us start.
Israel was enslaved and so are we. All of us start off where Israel was when Exodus
begins. As Exodus begins, the people of Israel, which was one large family saved from
destruction by a brother sold into slavery in Egypt, have now grown to more than a
million people and are themselves enslaved in Egypt. Exodus 1:13-14 tells us about the
Egyptians, they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves *and made their
lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In
all their work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves. Now, | know today that most of
you if not all, do not feel enslaved. We live in a free country. We make free choices
within the law as to the job we take, the education we pursue and the families we raise.
But the Bible says in John 8:34, 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. This verse is actually telling us that
everyone of us enslaved to sin. Sin is all those things we do that are against God and his
rule. From the time of the first humans that God created to perfectly glorify him by
being image bearers of God, all humans including Adam the first one have sinned against
God. Romans 3:23 says that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. So, we
are all spiritually enslaved to our sin whether we recognize it or not.

The slavery of the people of Israel required a deliverer, someone to rescue them from
their slavery. God provided a deliverer in a man named Moses, and God will provide
us a deliverer as well. Moses through God’s providence is raised in Pharaoh’s palace
although he is a Jew. And after murdering an Egyptian, he flees to a far country and find
himself watching his father in law’s sheep near Mount Horeb, which will become very
important to his future. It is on this mountain where he first meets God. Exodus 3:2
describes this for us... 2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out
of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not
consumed. Then God spoke from that bush and said in verse 6, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God. God tells this fearful man, Moses, that he will
deliver God’s people from Egypt. And he introduces himself by name to Moses, so that
he could say under whose authority he was speaking to the people of Israel. Exodus
3:13 says, 13 Then Moses said to God, “If | come to the people of Israel and say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what shall | say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who | am.” And he said,
“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘| am has sent me to you.”” Israel’s deliverer may have
been a man named Moses, but the one doing the deliverance was actually God. And all
through the Exodus from Egypt, we see God at work to make the deliverance happen.
And it is God who provides for our deliverance as well. We are as enslaved as Israel in
our sin, but God has sent a deliverer for us as well and through Jesus Christ our
deliverer, God can set us free from sin. Romans 8:1-2 says, 1There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set
you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death... Jesus is the deliverer that
Moses was pointing forward to. He is the better Moses. Hebrews 3:3-6 says, 3 For



Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses... Verse 5... 5 Now Moses
was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be
spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his house, if
indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. Jesus was better than
Moses because Moses was still a sinful man. Jesus was a man, but unlike Moses and
every other human being who ever existed, he was truly holy, and that as we will see
makes it possible for him to actually deliver us from the slavery of sin in a way that no
other person could do. His holiness came from the fact the he was both God and man.
He was God the Son, who seems to have been the same Angel of the Lord who
appeared to Moses in the burning bush, and who the gospel writer John calls the Word
and tell us in John 1:14, 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Just as in Exodus, God was the one who did the delivering of his people. God the Son,
fully God, but also fully man, would become our deliverer, because only God could deliver
Israel and only God can deliver a sinner from the enslavement of sin.

And the book of Exodus then describes that deliverance for us. God brought a series of
plagues on Egypt. Each time Moses would go and tell Pharoah to to let the people of
Israel go, but he would not. But the interesting part of that is that God was the one
hardening Pharoah’s heart to not let the people go. Exodus 7:3-5 says, 3 But | will
harden Pharaoh's heart, and though | multiply my signs and wonders in the land of
Egypt, 4 Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then | will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my
hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of
judgment. 5 The Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when | stretch out my hand
against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them.” God’s work is
always done in God’s way. It will always be done in a way that will best reflect his glory.
To have Pharoah resist his will, to the point of nearly destroying much of Egypt and
eventually losing his firstborn child brought the most glory to God and drove even
Egyptians to fear and worship God and support their Israelite neighbors when God
finally freed them. So, each plague brought more and more misery at least to Pharoah
and eventually to the whole nation of Egypt. The final plague, though, pictured how God
would ultimately deliver not just Israel but all of us from our slavery. The final plague
instituted the Passover. The plague would consist of all the firstborn children and
animals of Egypt being killed, unless the blood of a sacrifical lamb would be applied to
the doorposts of the house. In Exodus 12:12-13, God says, 12 For | will pass through
the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the Lord. 13
The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when | see the
blood, | will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the
land of Egypt. That blood on the door saved the lives of all who were behind it, and it
brought about the salvation of the nation of Israel. After that Pharoah kicked them out!

But just leaving Egypt was not the end of God’s deliverance of his people. He would
destroy the power of Egypt to make trouble for Israel in the future. God leads his people
out of Egypt all the way to the Red Sea which formed the Eastern border of Egypt’s
territory at the time. To the people of Israel, it looked like the place where they would be
destroyed by the Egyptian army that Pharoah had sent after them even after letting
them go. But God would deliver them completely from Egypt and from Egypt’s power
over them. Exodus 14:21-26 describes what happened. 21 Then Moses stretched out



his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel
went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left. // 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into
the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian
forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so
that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the
Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.” 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch
out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon
their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the
Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The
deliverance from Egypt was complete and completely by the will and work of God. Just
as Israel’s deliverance was completely the work of God’s Providence, so is the
deliverance of any of us from our sin. Titus 3:5-7 tells us, 5 he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his [God’s] own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. You see, Jesus became that sacrifice,
the perfect lamb whose blood was shed on the cross for our sin. 1John 1:7 But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. When the blood of Christ is applied to our
hearts, we are delivered from our sins. The passover pointed to this truth, but Jesus
fulfilled this truth by shedding his blood when he took God’s wrath upon himself on the
cross, so that we would never have to pay for the sins we committed.

This points to the truth that in order to approach God, we must approach him in
holiness. The second half of Exodus shows us why we are enslaved by sin, and why only
God can provide a deliverer. Here God gives the law, the Mosaic covenant. And the
Mosaic Covenant and all that it entails shows Israel’s need for holiness and our need
for holiness. God leads the people to the base of the same mountain where God
originally introduced himself to Moses, now called Sinai, which sounds incredibly close to
the Hebrew word for bush, and of course it was in a burning bush that Moses met God.
Now at that same mountain where Moses was told to remove his shoes in the presence
of God’s holiness, the entire nation of Israel would discover just how holy God is, as he
reveals his holiness in ten commandments and then the instructions that come with
those commands. Starting in Exodus 20:3, God gives the 10 commandments that are
the foundation of God’s law and covenant with Moses and Israel. He tells them...ONE 3
“You shall have no other gods before me.(verse 3) TWO 4 “You shall not make for
yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in
the waters below. (Verse 4) THREE 7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your
God... (verse 7) FOUR 8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. (verses 8) FIVE
12 “Honor your father and your mother... (verse 12) SIX 13 “You shall not murder.
(verse 13) SEVEN 14 “You shall not commit adultery. (verse 14) EIGHT 15 “You shall not
steal. (verse 15) NINE 16 “You shall not give false testimony... (verse 16) and TEN 17
“You shall not covet...” (Verse 17) From these 10 commandments, God gives additional
commands related to the Sabbath and the importance he places upon this holy time.
And he spends 10 chapters focused on the importance of a holy place called the



tabernacle where the presence of God can dwell with his people. And included in those
instructions are the dressing and requirements for a holy priest who could offer
sacrifices in that place on behalf of the people. The need for these special rules in order
to enter the presence of God are clear when you examine the ten commandments. None
of us has kept them. All of us have wanted something that did not belong to us at some
point, so we broke the tenth commandment by coveting. All of us have been dishonest
at some point, so we have broken the ninth commandment. It is likely none of us can say
that we have never taken anything from another person, so we have all stolen and
broken the Eighth commandment. When we look at what Jesus tells us about hatred and
lust, nearly all of us become murderers and adulterers as well.

So, over and over again we see that we cannot be holy enough and obedient enough to
actually be in God’s presence and be one of God’s people. God’s solution was a deliverer
who provides our Sabbath rest- our savior, Jesus Christ, who tells us in Matthew 11:28-
30, *® Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. * Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. * For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” God also provided the
great High Priest we need to enter his presence. Hebrews 7:26-27 says of Jesus, 26
For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need,
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those
of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. And finally it is
Jesus Christ himself who is the cornerstone of the Holy Place that God is building in the
church. Ephesians 2:19-21 says, 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,
21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the
Lord.

So our experience of God through Jesus Christ can be the same as Israel’s as the book
of Exodus ends. Exodus 40:34-38 says, 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting,
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the
tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the
tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from
over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not
taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of
the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the
house of Israel throughout all their journeys. We can experience a taste of the glory of
God wherever and whenever the people of God gather to worship as his church. And by
the presence of God’s Holy Spirit who is ours through Christ, we are led as the people
of God today. And it is all possible because of Jesus Christ and his death on the cross.
We remember his sacrifice for us today in this communion meal. If you know Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior, and have demonstrated your obedience to him by being
baptized after salvation then this meal is for you today. If you are not a believer in Jesus
or have not yet been baptized, then | would ask you to not participate. For parents, the
best way to show your children the significance of this meal is to not let them participate
when they are not ready. After | pray the Deacons will come and serve the bread and
juice from the 4 corners of the sanctuary, and we will eat and drink the elements of
communion together. Let’s pray.



