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Philippians 1:3-11 God’s Covenant with Us and our Covenant Together

Today we are celebrating 65 years of existence as a church here at Yokohama
International Baptist Church. On this day near the anniversary of our founding that we
specifically set aside each year to thank God for his faithfulness to us for all these
decades of ministry as the Body of Christ, we should be deeply grateful for that small
group of American service members who simply wanted to worship in a Baptist Church
in their city in Japan. From that initial group of members meeting in what is now the silk
museum near Yamashita Park to all of us now who call each other family here at YIBC,
God has been faithful to preserve us as a church and to expand our influence here in
Japan and in many ways around the world as former members came and left. Most of
all, though, our thankfulness should result in the spread of God’s glory as we reflect that
glory in our lives. God’s covenant with us to bring us to salvation and call us to be his
church is for the purpose of his glory. And our covenant together as a church to each
other and to God as members of the body of Christ at YIBC is for the purpose of
bringing him glory. To bring glory to God is our primary purpose as our church vision
statement says, “we exist to glorify God by prayerfully equipping followers of Christ
through the Word of God to serve each other in loving unity regardless of language or
culture and reproduce in new believers and new churches.” In our passage today,
Philippians 1:3-11, the apostle Paul is speaking to the church in the city of Philippi, and
telling them about his prayers on their behalf. In his prayer, we see God’s covenant at
work within us, and the ideas expressed in our modern church covenant towards each
other which ultimately brings glory to God. As we consider what it means to covenant
together as church members, this passage should guide our understanding.

Let’s read this passage as we begin. 3 | thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4
always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And | am sure of this, that he
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It
is right for me to feel this way about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are
all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and
more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. Paul is
telling this church in Philippi what his prayer is for them. And his prayer for them is one
primarily of thanksgiving. There will be petition and requests on their behalf that he
mentions later, but primarily, he thanks God for them. There were other churches like
the one in Corinth that Paul had to rebuke in at least two letters and probably 4 total,
but to the Philippians he says | thank my God... for you all... making my prayer with joy...
What was it about their relationship with Paul that brought him joy? It was their
partnership with him in the gospel. Verse 5 says, ...because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now. This made him able to thank God in his prayers for
them. And | wonder if Paul was writing today to Yokohama International Baptist Church,
would he be able to say, “I thank my God... for you all... making my prayer with joy...
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. What was it
about this church that caused him to be so thankful for their partnership? Our church,
YIBC, is partnered together for the gospel with various mission agencies and
missionaries. We have become a receiving church for missionaries to be a training



ground for them as they prepare for future ministry long term here in Japan. We have
relationships with entities such as the International Mission Board and Reaching and
Teaching International Ministries. We have relationships where we are the sending
church for churches like Cross Church Yokosuka and Cross Community Church
Yokohama. In each one of those partnerships, are those partners in the gospel able to
say, when | think of YIBC, | am thankful and joyful because of having this partnership in
the gospel? That is the question we need to ask as we examine the rest of Paul's words
to this church in this passage today.

What brought Paul joy from this church was recognizing God’s covenant work of
building his church. Look at verse 6. And | am sure of this, that he who began a good
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. There is nothing in
salvation or in the building of a church that is our work. From start to finish, it is the
work of God whose sovereign purpose for each of us began before Creation itself. So,
we read in Ephesians 1:3-6 about God’s incredible plan for our redemption. 3Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in
the Beloved. God elected or predestined us to salvation before this world was ever
created. He chose us to be his own through Jesus Christ. | know the word covenant is
nowhere in our text, but remember what we have been seeing in Exodus. He made a
Mosaic covenant that showed the holiness it took to be with God, but no human could
keep that covenant. Instead it pointed to a New Covenant, opened to all through Jesus
Christ and his sacrifice on the cross. So God’s covenant with us for salvation began
before the very world we live in was created. And when we are adopted as sons and
daughters of God, we are placed into his Body, the church. 1Corinthians 12:27 says, 27
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. So, the church is not our
work, its God’s work. And Paul tells the church here in Philippi that God, who started the
work of salvation and bringing people together to be the church, will be faithful to
continue to do that work in the church until Christ returns! So, for him joy came in the
assurance that God will not abandon his work of honoring his covenant and building his
church.

But joy for Paul also came because God used the church’s partnership to assure him
of his grace. Look at verses 7-8. It is right for me to feel this way about you all,
because | hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness,
how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. It helps to understand where
Paul is when he writes this. Paul is imprisoned in Rome, likely around 61-62AD. He is
likely facing the end of his life, and yet he writes a letter to the Philippians that is
conspicuous by its focus on joy. But it is a letter to a specific church, and while other
churches may have been a source of discouragement to hear from, this church brought
him joy in that they lived out God’s grace to them in their partnership with Paul. As
believers, we are all recipients of God’s covenant of grace. Ephesians 1:6 that we just
read reminds us that our salvation is... to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he
has blessed us in the Beloved. God’s covenant with us for salvation that brings us into
the relationship with the church is based solely on his grace - his undeserved favor that



he shows towards us. We are all created by God for his glory and for his fellowship to
be part of his family. Church is supposed to be as natural as breathing for us as
originally created. But through the first human Adam we have all sinned by nature and
by choice. We are hopelessly lost and under God’s wrath facing his punishment. But in
his grace, he loved us and sent Jesus Christ, his own son, God in the flesh to become
human and die on the cross and rise again to pay for our sin. When we repent of our sin
and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are given his sinless righteousness and
forgiven for our sin. The short description of this is seen in Ephesians 2:8-9, 8 For by
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

It was God’s grace that called Paul to himself and sustained him during his imprisonment
and ministry life. And it was that same grace that calls the church at Philippi and our
church to salvation and to support of those who are on the frontlines of ministry. There
is joy found in partnering together for the gospel, recognizing that the same grace that
calls and sustains the missionary or the church planter is the same grace that has called
and sustains us as we support that missionary and church planter. Their partnership
with Paul meant so much to him that he says at the end of verse 8, | yearn for you all
with the affection of Christ Jesus. Remember, Paul has not been physically with them in
a long time. In fact, although, he planted the church originally as the first Christian
church on European soil, he only stayed there a few months and then visited briefly a
few years later. But though their in-person time was short, they never forgot and always
supported this apostle who loved them enough to bring them the gospel and pour out
his entire life to take the gospel to people who had never heard of Jesus. Could this
church have meant this much to Paul or given him this much support if they were
disunified and fighting among themselves? | don’t think so. In fact, the Corinthian church
was exactly like that — they had disunity and tolerated sin; and Paul was only able to say
they brought him joy in 2Corinthians after they repented. But then in that same letter,
he had to defend his apostleship because they were listening to teachers that were
telling them to not listen to Paul, so even there he had mixed emotions. But these
Philippians had unity in the church and as we will see love for each other and for the
gospel to such an extent that Paul found joy in it though separated from them for most
of his ministry. This is what the point of our covenant with each other is. We seek
through a unified commitment to be clear about our expectations of each other both to
God and to the brothers and sisters who make up the Body of Christ at YIBC. When we
find our unity in those commitments, we can best care for those who are sent to us, and
those we send out.

And the key to that covenant we make with each other is love! We see this as Paul
continues to describe his prayers for this church. He says in verse 9, And it is my prayer
that your love may abound more and more--- Ultimately God’s covenant with us is based
in the love he has for sinful creatures. So, Romans 5:8 says, 8 but God shows his love
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. And love between brothers
and sisters in Christ is then the primary distinguishing feature of Christians. Speaking to
his disciples and of all followers of Christ, Jesus said in John 13:35, 35 By this all people
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” God’s covenant of
grace then is based on his love towards us, and our covenant with each other is based
on determining how best to show love to each other, which then prepares us to love
missionaries and partners in the gospels well. But that love will take on specific



characteristics in the life of the church as we see in Paul’s prayer for this church. We
see that proper love for each other will result in increased discernment. The end of
verse 9 and verse 10 says, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may
approve what is excellent... Real love wants what is best in the body of Christ, and helps
the church and the brothers and sisters in Christ who make up the church, make wise
choices that best glorify God. Love says that | will gently correct my brother and sister
who are making unwise choices that are sinful or will open the door to sin in their lives or
harm their testimony for Christ. And so we talk about the accountability we have to each
other in our church covenant. Now why would we do this? Why have the kind of love
that is willing to make people uncomfortable in some ways or to be vulnerable with the
sin and problems that we are struggling with in our lives? It is for the purpose of
holiness in the church. Verse 10 ends, and so be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ... In
Isaiah, God describes righteousness as being dressed in beautiful clothes. Isaiah 61:10
says, | will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness as
a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. The church is the bride of Christ, and His righteousness
is what gives the church her beauty. So we love each other enough to encourage each
other in righteousness and holiness so that we can magnify the beauty of our Savior.
This results in ...the glory and praise of God... which is where we began, and where this
passage ends. God’s covenant with us to bring us to salvation and call us to be his
church is for the purpose of his glory. Covenanting together to build each other up in
love leads to the glory of God being displayed in his people. | want to close this message
today, by standing together and reading our church covenant, first in English and then in
Japanese, and then | will pray.

Read Covenant
Let’s pray.



