ILAIREZDBEE 1 & 26~38 fi1 TREBRERZHSETNTCOD?
ROBEINTVWBIURIYRFvOILDVEDTHD EXULIDR) ORVDO—HIE. RDOK
SBIFICKEO>TNET, 'ELLIDR. EEFOND. HWDEIF (HI) X TRIRDPIC
1o BARBOTEICEADTLWRVLWDTI N, REBORACE, 'BeHIUTPHSEINEHK
WE) EVWSBENMBASNTNRT, COBER EVVWSREBEFORROPTRBES
NHETIH. LHL. JURYROBKRZER DK 2P ONLBEBLDTY, RHMBADF YR
FOEMSBIECENTE, M IRANMLZOENLENSETNIZ) EWSEREF, BICFUR
FEORABEREE UTUEMR ITSNTLWR U, ZOHIE LT, KRBTV _DDEMNSED
XSZRTWEEXT, #25T 250~300 F B CHIL UTcERERICE. ROKXSBERG—EHN
BENTLEX UL, "REMEI. EA/IR - FURL, BORDFZ, HSDEF, BRICEKDT
BO. BEDHVVPEIDEFNLERZD 1o ZUTZTPERIE. ROKSB—EHHHOR
T HSR}ET. E—DEAIR - FURMZE, EFHOVEDFICLT, INTOH(TKILS
REDEFERN, BEODH, HEODHK, XKZEDBEDDIRZEDBICLT, £EFENLBODIC
LTESNLBEDICH ST, REF—DEAEZHSE. AYEIDAICIDTESNIED, HSA
BDED. TEHSORWNDIEDICREDTD, BELCLIDTHEDHVY ) PLDAFERSN,
ANERBSNTED) TR BEFVRINKEEEBIC, D M1IR - FURSDONLEFR (B&
OHSDFE) ) EVWSHIBZINEEBBALUTELZOTLLDID, BROFUIRKTEH, 2D
FMOMBEZERLLS I BMBEANESNTT, BED e, £WIFEBE. Bl BLK
) EVWSBEERTEODNTVWBIEFREERIDADBVET, UNUZENIEERD TH DI EHEE
BASNTE O, SBOREBFMZREICHOE T TOHZORREMD BV EHNDHD X
T Rfc. MBREABHETHAIRZRICEKD ZENTELDIED S, ALEEFRITHFRIRBFE
NRKEZRVN) EESADBVET, UNULREENSBHECEZEME. 4 TRBBERLZH S
EFNBINERBSBOSTcDOH. ZOEBBAZHSMNCLTVWET, TOERBZREZLHIC.
NHSAIROBYYPHESBERDIEZNSEINDBA——ILAICKDEES 1 & 26~
BEI—ZRBTNWEXL & D,

ZNTE 26 BN SFRATNEXR L&D, =T TDANABBIC, EMEVWAT U TILHEH 58
hEnT, AYSTOFITFLEVWSED—ADRLZDEZBICKTZ, 27 ZDURZEE FETD
RFDILITEVWSADVWWRTIFT, 2Z2YUT7EVNDTE, 28 HBEWLWIA>TERDE, YU
PICEDTce TEBHTES. BENTLAH. EDBRBIcEEDBICESNK Ty 29 LH L. ¥UF
FCDZERICVOELPELT. TNEWVI7EWMIDH NS DO EEZRAATL, 30 T5&. 1]
BEWRLZICE>Tc, MBNBZEEBDIREBA. YUT, HRBIEEFBHNOSEBHAERIFIZDTY,
31 RIAEV\e HBRBIEEFBSHOT, BOFZEHXT, TDREAIREDFREW, 32 %
DFRFRVWZEBEERZD, WERETADFEFENFTT, KB THDIER. RICZORTET
DEMEESAICBDERY, 33 RIFECULRALCPYITORZEEBD. TOXREICKDDIEH DX
Bhos 34 YUFPREMEWCE 27 "EDSULTEDELSIBIEDEIDDTLE D, FAXED
ANERDTEBADIC,) 35 EMEVRBRKICEZ . "RENBRBIZD LICEHEMA. WEFESHDA
DHRBIZEBNXT, TR EFENDFEFELGDE. BOFEEEINFTI, 36 B
Wo BRIZDFFRDITUIRY, HDODABHDFICRO>TEDFEBLTNET, FAEEEHOLNT
WEARDIIC, SEFHI7BATY, 37 BICEO>TARURERBIERKMTEHD XA, 38 ¥
UPEFE o7, TCEBLIEEW, FAFEDRELIEHTI, ESZ. HRBRIDEIEFEELD. 2D
FCRRDEITLSICs THE HEVEFREZNSEO>TITO

COEICE. BSAICES>TI TICHRARVABTHZSETINTVRID. ZOKNDIEF. ¥
UPDBOANEBRREFR > EDBVWALZTHDZ ENMIEDBFASNTNDIRICHD XI5

ZNIEHIDD ST, REEFEDDFEBZZFTHDIEZMNSSINH UL, 1TREZDKS
BETEFRNBINERSBHS/TcDTI, LT COREBFAEZDEBHEZ_DRULTVER
J, F—DEBHIE. ZNHREDHEMTH>IcEVWDTETY, Ly EVWSEEN, 1026
WRIBOZMHZRKT 2D TR BN L, 34ETYI PEBENREAT Y TILICERILEE.



FESLTZEDERSBIENRIDDTLU& S, REIBDAZRNDXEADIC.) DSBHEOED
EDHDDERT, INE. JUFPH M) EWSEEZ., O#EIEHNLBERER 12 ED
BWEEWSXFBODOEKRTERLTWEEZRTNE, 2<BEKZRLEFERA. ULH L.
XTEBLIEVWDE. COMNSEZEFEULNTCVWERSVYITPDH > EBBRIGICF LT, KEH
TUIIHEDKSEIH LT ENSZETI, ATUIIE. YRUPHERCE>THSHD
CEICRBESFRIN, BEICIBEHTISHEO>TLEXT, 36 BLREL\, HEBTCOFREDOTL
VRV, HBOADBDDFICBRO>TEDFZBLTNXT, FEEEOLNTVARDIC, FEH
SIADATY, ATUIIE. BHZNZRULEITENZRF >TESND I EZRI DT, ¥
U7 DFBTYIRYVICEZ>TVWBES—DDOFWZERLIX U, BEDF#MZE S (LAET:
TUBRYD, POATNTTFRVYDOI/NREBBBEDFZEZSHO>TNZDTI, INICELO>TV
U7, BOCBEONREDITRICESNDEATHD Iz, BICRABFETHENDDZ EN
TEXRUTc, @ CBEDOELZITONERICHICLDLESZSNICZDOEREG. 1R
DALZRERHR U TBATERE L. BOSFHBOPTENCHASN T EZRULTVLE
Fo TNERYUPICESDTRYBZ ETUIEN, SZELEEZBIEEICEDTH., TOERIRWN
BERZFO>TVET, YUPHRZDEE, INTORSOHRMETEICEBBELTVEHE S HED
MOFREA, UH U, AT PDDLTH o7 RUE. XY P (CETBREZM>TLREI T
a_O

ZDFEEDVEDIC, XVTPFUEZHSEFNDEVNSHEDOHNHD XU, YY1 DEEENR
AT ADULZEZTLIT P T, COEKREZIBNEEDTES t%ﬁL#UDUTM§¢0794
C&BEEE 1 E18HICIF. RDELSICEHMTWVWEY, 18 1 TR - FU A DA (TRD
ES5THoTe BVUPEILITEBHLTWED, ZALXE—RChRSHBWS 5, BE(C
KOTHSHEI>TVWBRZEDN DD oTc, 228D E. 22 COIRTOERE(F. EHNFESEE
ZBUTCEBSNIECEDEIT B/EOHTH o7, 23 TBK. WLZhBSHH>TWD, FUTE
DFEED. ZDBIFAVYIVXIIEEEFND.y ZNIE, RIE QR EEBICHE SN
%) EVWSEKRTHD, CCTIIHENTWLWBRDE, IBRWEZEDAMIHYVYDFETI, 1HVE7
B 14 8ICE. RDESICEESNTWVEXT, 14 Nz, E[EFBES. HRHhlc—DD LS
LESZ5N%. BRE. WEHETEO>TVD, ZUTEDFEEI ZTOREAVIXIILE
I3 A FPEOXMDPTIE, 1 IREDBEFREICICRVETDEALELLWDLE ULNESE
o T THREINEFEDBEF, BZESLKEEBAM UV EZOEOBICETNIEFTHD, Y
RIEHSE(FNLZTEBDEFATURE. COFDHEF, BSEBENARSIILERDODNDZ
Ex, BERBREPI\RXIIEADEHDULBULTURE, UNLZDOEFREL. #HhEEKOND &
WS LB UTHDERKFIC, PHTEDULZBEIICK>TENBRKWEELESTANEND I &
LRI ULBULTHEH>EDTY, TLTGEEINEZE(C, ATVIILDEERG, 1YVPET
BI4HDEEEVECELLEFELILELUTNBDTY, 31 HlICIEIRDKSISBERSNTWLWET, 31
BRREVW, HBIEEBSH->T. BOFEEHIEXT, TDRZZEALTREDIFREL, 1IR) &
WS, XFBOESVWSBHENSELUTLELOID? —ZF NI ™P/I\Dx (F) FKbn
21, IRBHE "BEKS, EVWSEKTY, BIUERICEFZI3RVDXAY PREDOHNR., I4HE
B VEFTBRDBMNEDBS(C(E. I TICALZBFHEZRE T DESBEAMESNKT, Bt
EL3FN5HICIE. TSR NTULEXT, 15 hieUIFHEZ. XA ELZDEIC, BEADF
BRETZDFHROBICEBL , REBFZDBEEITE. BEZRFBOHNNEEFT Doy TTTEEIAN
ZERD(E. WHEBONFTTVWBBENPIALATEBLLINTHZEVWSETY, PYALICEOTT
NRTOANFRELRTESCHRODFLUREN., TN—FHBbSE L, ZRLTHRVWENSZSNS
DTY, BEAAINIEFHNDHKICERS UTEBIRTEH D EXIH. ZENTHEEHAIDLSBEEL)
FEINEIECRBEERBHELADHD XTI, TIE. BEAMIREFVZHSEFENR(IFNIERSK
Mo27=DTUL&LSH. ZNEIBHREENZD LS ICFES LTWENS T,

Tl BEZOEFXRBICELOT, BICREZXRRIDLEIFT TR, H2ERVNEHZHO>THES
NEEOTRBUHEBONDAHVBIHERBNKT, ERRIC. 1 TREMBICHEHZD, Ho&



BERBEZHISNE Uz RYILALATERN., 7ITS/N\ADFHREULTAIPAICERX
N, YJETDORRICBL., FTHLTEENFULE—ZFZDEMNCHABEWVWSTEENMIRICK
STHFLUE UTe, TlE, BE®E. MHIPELRFBEEDP T, HATID—RBIIERHRL "L
LR, DEEEREV. 1 TRDAELULTOHEHAEZDXISBETHOHSNZDTLELESID. &
DEEEPA(E. ZOBWVICH LT, IBRNEEDESORMEVWSEBBHKIDHEISICEER, £Z
DEBHZRLTVWET, ZOEBHEE. RWETRECT DD, Eo27EWVWSZETT, 2D
EEBERT DHICE. FTTREBOMNESZIRIFNERSBEHN > TmOM——EVMRZINIE,
BRERTEEICB/BENDELRON——ZBRITDINENHDXT, TOBFEXZ—STSOHH6. £
NIZFATEBDFATENSTY, O—VANDFRK 3B 23 Hild TINTOAFFEZILL T, BDHE
HaZ(FHIENTET ) ERRNTVWEY, ULH U, NZBEFFHOBEKEARY(CIBET 70T
(F. FAEBEDFDEREZSDESBDDHINELNHDFT, BEHNHZITVDID(E. FATZBE([EH
7. BODORBTEHICES. FEILLTERLEVWSZETT, O—FAANDFR 1 ECF. Fik
LEINRTDBEN, BZEURIHEYMDIAILZBSIEATELEENMNTVWET, 20 Hilc(d, 20
BN, BICREZRBWHE, IRHEHDKEDHESMEE. BENENESNTEEEH SHEYZ
BLUTHISN, [Fo2EDERHSNDDT, KBS ICHBDRMEDHDETEA, EEHNMMNTLE
I, ZLTCO-VANDFRK 2 E(C(F. FAEEIBICL>TEZASNTERODDIELEZHIBEAT
EREEMTVEXT, 148iD5, 14 BEZFLBVWELAN, £EFENDEDERXTEEDSD
U%;t%HB%Sﬁ BEEFELGLLTH, BE5B8ENBNICHT IFEERDTI, 15 K5

 BEOGUBITULDBRDOLICREENTWVWBRZEERULTVET, BSORDBHILL LTL)

EZbU)/L,\U)/uL\(i-_ELL\(CA DT(.D iﬁ_#aﬁ bGD?‘L’Oé’Zﬁ“%@T?O L_ODA:'B(:\
@%tﬁu SELE. RAEBEINRTOENESOEBRTREEES, BOXMEEATELIEE
(FoEDERLTVERT,

LA U, ZBERNBHRT D EZBRET BIEHICE. HSI—DDEHER—REN Fhfcb
NEATHDHS— D®E$J——LE%WU%%Eﬂ%Di?OMté@@“@%ﬁf@ﬁ“
ZEREPRUTCELFEETHIERFIC, EENBHSICLUTROEEEF OIEFETHHDDT
I, DED. FAEBEDLREEIDIFT. EENTEEHNSZFOREDEELS XTRICEK>TESN
TWBAHN5TY, O—VANDFKE, RIDATPILZBULTCZDROHEENIRNTDAICKRA
EZEERZTVWET, PHLRBEABOREK. BORICIID MER (BENICIHELBREKSE) .
TUED, BOAFEEILRLIECEICE DT, IRTOADNZOEFEEZ(F. FOUBHIFHRTHD
FeBICFIFEINDEICH2TEDTI, O—FAANDOFHKS Z 12 HHlClE. ZSEHNTL)
9, 12 CO5LWSDIFT, BLOIE—ADAICEOTREIMERICAD, FEBICK>TIEHHAAD, &
SUT. IRTDOADREILRLIED T, EHDIRTDOAICED 2 T=DERERIC, LI L. O—<FA
NDOFIE, PHLZBUTINTOAICEOMEIZ (FEI NI EZ2BoTEBRIC. 1R
DPILERIUKSICAFBZERRIDAE UVUTIBRBNEZEEZRZITVWEY, 9RH5E, 1R
FLWPAILELT, FAeBINRTOBERRIT DEBRRE E LTCOREZREENZD T,
O—VANDOFHKS E 14 HlCE. ROELSIHBERSNTWET, 14 [TNEBIIE. FHLD
S5E—TLXTOEH. PILDERERBRUKXSICIEREILIBN>TEALRSZAD, XBcLEL
feo PALIFEEZNRNEAOORETT, PILEFURNDE (Hfz) THDH. HBDEHKTA
TRETZILDRDICEHNNTW =D ER UIMH——F RO BERFDRVIRE——(CWLVR(FNE
BOXBATURE. T IRADNABOBEEICKL>TTIIHRL., BOEREDHEE(CI>TESNTENS
Z%. SHOEBFREA IRD MR2E, EUT. IBRHEFORVEAELTEEENICE S
cCEZBEULTVWBDTY, ILNICSDEEE 1 E358CZE. TOREQLDIEMTY, 35 {il
FEWEREICEZ e TEEENHRBRIZDLEICRH. WEBETADIDHBIZELENETT, TN
A, EFENZDFIEELRDE, BOFEMEEINET, PYLD iE), DEXOABOBHEENT
(. BEDBEICKI>TBESNTENS CZE, 1 TRFRFOBVEAELTEERERNICBEDOIRL
feo SLLREFE(E, 1BDEHFELTDA ITRDEDBRVAYEETD O ICHBREFKEE DT
o TOTLRICEDRBRVAREDZ(IC, 1 TRISEEICHIE>T—EHREIRLZI. BlTEHICRS
EEORSNE U, CNEFAEBICIEHRUTTERWVNC ETY, BELRS, IRYAANDF



H2B1BDRIKSIC, AAeBE TEDDESERDOPICIFATWEE,) 2D TI, 1T
REROBNEHEULTEEEINICRD, ZORERZIEEEZRLTC—EHFEEILRSINELTATL
oo TDREBICEVEERH 7S IEF. 1 TRIETFEZEDIEICHVWTELRICEDRVNE, T
BHOEZEZ(FTDEHDBRVNE—DAE UTHBNZDTY, LD >T. ARSI NZmE,

KEBESRIBEDBNO/ZMTH DIBHS, FORDZICFTEABRERTSEICRD>THRESN/ZM
TUTe 1ZRIE. FATEBEDFEDOEBLDWFICZ ——FIBRDIEH. FOIEHICESNBDIRED/N
F——CERBIEDNBTEICLTEDTI, FOZEICDVWT, RTFODFE—DFHK1Z18-19
BlCE. CTOS3ENMNMTWVEY, 18 SHELDELDIC. HRTENTENEETEFKODELWEEAD
SBLWEEINTZDE. BPEDLSBHEIMICEXIST. 19 BEBRIBNOEBVWFEDLDS
IBEUZRD, BWMCE272DTY, EEORVNZFDHDH, F U R SDULZERICHD >
TWET, JURVYZADYZBDDPTIHEADNSRB—IZEDL S ICBZIDIDEREEE, KED
BNEWSEANSBIF, @HAFUINDHEICEWTHWEFEZ SNIEIRNTOEEDP T
ROBERENBDTY, EBEEZDEERBZGTAT IZ0BDEE, EBSZEEFEHTH, T
CICRUTPEILIDIK. FRL\, XKfE. RADELEE W7, JURRRBITHERUAD
BEPOHNRBEANEDZEBLULTURVWNETY, BE53A. TNIED U RV RAZEREN TR L AP
FTVHEDCLIEVWEWVWSBuhsHrHLnKFBAL, FURRZEUTULWERWVWAL [CHHRZIF
&ﬂ“k%ﬁ%éf&j&?%#b#%bnithoUntB HLYU7ZEWS—ADIAL

\ABRRBBRICESTICHSHDEVWSEESHI B >EBS. COEEBDINTFELK
%%ofbia@f?ogw KNEZEEZCZ, EBCAUFEOLZFVORIINETHDTY, K
RS, COFWZBLT, BIFHWCEWTEINREZEHZINCBICRULTLIES2EHNST
I FDRBRVBDEFN, FAEBEDREZDE(CEBL., REELRFINEHDRODZAELT
DEEDPTIER(F K ESo2fe—ZFDR/R. ABERRERDSN. FEBLIOHTII
R-FURREE BMOWEELTRFANDEE, BOFEHEINDDTY, COHMSEITH
LT, YUPHEDKS [CHE btﬂ——%h#38%t£éhfmi?o%3?UJH o7,
IEBELEZIV, FARBREDRUEHTYT, ES5F. HRBIEDOEZEREESD, ;wﬁkabi?
E5(Cos RUTPDOWELLIFET 0L, EDEDICHRELY, IBRIOEIRE WS EMZI RO, TOX
DEDFDHERDIEZRIFANTE, ZOWRIBEBRIED S EICKRTLEY, TlE. Mtéﬁ:
DEBICEDEKSICHEITBITLLID. BULHRBIEATEBDDFEEEBLEDH, 1R - F1)
AbhZE, ZULTHVWEE LTEZIFANTULGRWES, SBZO0—5%ZBH+E I EZLHNEH
#HOUET, 1 IRDHBBIEDOOHICTEFSNIEFORVEREEZZ(FIAN, EICRESEE, 2V
AVADBRAIBRANSZEDDITUL S, I TICHFVURMNZRZ B, COERICARY(CE
REYTCRINREFUY——ITBROEMEEORNZFDED——(CBZRBIIFEL &S5, BRIENLTHE
RICEEXROTEBL, MWVEAIR - FURMDORAEER EFBROURTINEZZS5NT
W<DTY, ibFEL &S,



Luke 1:26-38 Why did Jesus have to be born of a virgin?

One of the most beloved Christmas carols, Silent night’s first verse says, “silent night,
holy night, All is calm, all is bright, Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child Holy Infant so
tender and mild---” This addition of the simple fact of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ
becomes very easily lost in the beauty of the music and thought of a baby and mom, but
it is central to why Christmas is important. From the earliest statements of Christian
faith, the truth that Jesus was born of a virgin young woman was always included as a
core belief of Christianity. Two of our earliest creeds give example of that. The apostles
creed dating to about 250-300 AD says in one key phrase, / believe ---in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary--- And the Nicene Creed says in part, We believe---in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light
of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary--- So, why
do Christians historically place such an emphasis on this doctrine or teaching of the
virgin birth of Jesus Christ? Modern Christianity has actually tried to downplay the
nature of this miracle. They have made arguments that the Bible uses the word virgin
just to describe a young woman, but that has been proven untrue and the plain reading
of our text today argues against this. Others say that God could have brought Jesus into
the world in any way he wanted, and they don’t deny the virgin birth, they just say it has
no particular meaning theologically. On the contrary, our passage today will show us the
significant reason that Jesus had to be born of a virgin. To see this truth, we will look at
Luke 1:26-38 where Mary, Jesus’s mother finds out she will become a mother.

Let’s begin reading at Luke 1, verse 26. *°In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, *’ to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. * And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ** But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might

be. * And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. * And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. *He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his father David, * and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” * And Mary said to the angel,
“How will this be, since | am a virgin?” ** And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born™ will be called holy—the Son of God. * And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with

her who was called barren. * For nothing will be impossible with God.” * And Mary said,
“Behold, | am the servant™ of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the
angel departed from her.

There is a lot in this passage that may be very familiar to you, but the core of it is in the
numerous times it is stated that Mary is a virgin who had never been with a man found,
but she find out she would have a baby. Jesus had to be born this way, and this text
gives us two reasons why. The first reason it had to be that way is that it fulfilled
prophecy. One primary reason that this application of the word virgin to Mary cannot
just mean a random young unmarried woman is how she herself answers the angel,
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Gabriel, in verse 34. She answers with the words, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?”
This answer makes no sense unless she intends the plain meaning of the term virgin,
someone who has never had a sexual relationship with another. But | want to first focus
on how Gabriel responds to her fully understandable and completely reasonable
response of finding this news pretty unbelievable. Gabriel tells her that it will be through
the Holy Spirit that she will become pregnant, but look at what he also says in verse 36,
** And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is
the sixth month with her who was called barren. * For nothing will be impossible with
God.” Gabriel is giving her evidence of God’s power to do this by pointing to another
miracle currently taking place in her own family as her relative Elizabeth who is past child
bearing age has become pregnant with the boy who will become John the Baptizer. This
gives her a current and visible proof that God can do whatever he says he will do. This is
important to her, and this idea that God has provided proofs of his ability to do anything
he wants points to the idea that God has given other signs that point to the truth of
Jesus’s virgin birth is important to us even today. Did Mary fully understand all the
prophecies he was fulfilling, perhaps not? But as a Jewish girl, she knew the prophecies
of a Messiah.

And one of those prophecies said that the Messiah would be born of a virgin. The book
of Matthew in describing the virgin birth of Jesus clearly connects his virgin birth with an
Old Testament passage. Matthew 1:18 begins, '® Now the birth of Jesus Christ™ took
place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed” to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit:-- then verse 22 says,
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: * “Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which
means, God with us). The Old Testament prophet referenced here is Isaiah who is told in
Isaiah 7:14, * Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. In the context of Isaiah, it is a
little difficult to see the connection to Jesus. The promised baby is likely one then born
to Isaiah and his wife who is clearly not a virgin, and is meant as a sign to wicked King
Ahab that God was going to deliver Israel. So that birth described as a virgin birth, but
not really, was showing God’s deliverance of His people, and more importantly
prophesying an actual virgin birth that would bring spiritual deliverance to his people.
Look at how closely Gabriel’s words align even with the words of Isaiah 7:14. Verse 31
says, ' And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. Guess what the name, Jesus, literally means? Yahweh, God, saves! | would
tentatively say that from the very first mention of a coming Messiah, a Savior who would
defeat Satan, there seems to be an implication that leads to the virgin birth. Genesis
3:15 says, | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Notice that
God is addressing Eve, not Adam. In Adam everyone sins, but through Eve, the woman,
a Savior will be given. This is definitely reading a lot through New Testament eyes, but it
at least is significant that God says this in the way he does. So why did Jesus have to be
born of a virgin? Because the Old Testament prophesied it.

But was there more that God was doing? After all, Jesus fulfilled many other much
clearer prophecies. He was born in Bethlehem, Jewish from Abraham, from David’s line,
grew up in Nazareth, and hundreds more. So, why this obscure prophecy of a virgin
birth and God choosing to bring Jesus’s human existence to a beginning in this way?
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This passage gives us a second answer to that question that is more important than the
prophecy and the reason for God’s plan being accomplished in this way. The second
reason it had to be that way is that it enabled salvation. To understand this we need to
understand why God needed to provide salvation. Another way to say this, is why do we
need the gospel? The short answer that | hope everyone in here can say is that we are
sinners. Romans 3:23 that | often quote tells us all of us have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God. But to understand the virgin birth, we need to take a deeper look at
the nature of our sin. What the Bible teaches is that we are sinners by choice, which
means that each of us has willingly sinned against our creator by our actions. Romans 1
says all of us have willingly rejected the testimony of Creation that points to God. Verse
20 says, *’For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse. And Romans 2 says we have also rejected the
testimony of our own God given conscience. Romans 2:14-15 says, 14 For when
Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to
themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the
law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them:--- So, the testimony of nature and
conscience show we have all willingly chosen to sin and reject God’s rule in our lives.

But the virgin birth of Jesus deals with the other way the Bible says we are sinners. We
are sinners by choice, but we are also sinners by our very nature. The choice we make
to sin, we make because our nature is corrupted by sin at its very core from the day of
our birth. Romans says that through Adam, our first ancestor, who was our
representative or in theological terms our federal head, who represented all of humanity
in holiness, but through his sin failed for all of us and passed on a sin nature to all of us
who descend from him. Romans 5:12 says, Therefore, just as sin came into the world
through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned— But right after telling us that all of us through Adam have an inherited sin
nature, Romans tells us that Jesus functions in the same way Adam does, so he
represents all of us as our federal head. Romans 5:14 says, 14 Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was to come. Adam was a type of Christ, so in some
way Jesus has to be in the same position Adam originally was — without original sin.
Because Jesus was not conceived through a human man but a work of God’s Holy Spirit,
then our passage today declares that he is born holy, in other words sinless. Verse 35
of Luke 1 is the key, * And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be called holy—the Son of God. It is because of the Holy Spirit’s actions apart from any
“seed” of Adam through a human man, that we have a baby born without original sin.
The virgin birth preserves the sinless nature of Jesus’s deity as the Son of God. That
sinless nature results in a sin-free life where Jesus actively chooses not to sin which
none of us can do because as Ephesians 2:1 points out, we are “dead in the trespasses
and sins:--” Jesus completely holy life born and lived without sin made it possible for him
to completely innocent in his death on the cross, the only human to ever die and not
deserve to suffer death. So that blood he shed as one who did not deserve to shed it,
could be shed in our place, who did deserve that punishment. He was able to become
our sacrifice of atonement who died as the ultimate sacrifice, the ultimate lamb
slaughtered for our sin. So we read in 1Peter 1:18-19, knowing that you were ransomed



from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as
silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish
or spot. So, our very salvation depends on the virgin birth of Christ. This tiny piece of
the Christmas story in light of our eternal salvation becomes the most important part of
everything God did at the birth of Christ to provide salvation. We are quick to just read
this truth and affirm it, but quickly skip to the exciting parts like Mary and Joseph
traveling to Bethlehem, the shepherds, the angels, the wisemen and all the other things
we make Christmas plays out of. Of course that is because of generally wanting
Christmas to be family friendly and focus on the parts that even those who are not
Christians can sympathize with. But none of that matters without a virgin girl named
Mary conceiving a baby without normal human relationship. That truth should really
cause us to worship when we see how this miracle led to the incredible amazing grace
that God showed us in salvation, when the spotless Son of God took our sins on himself
and bore the wrath of God in his human body that we rightfully deserve:--so we could be
given his righteousness and made children of God when we repent of our sins and
accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. This is how Mary responded to this news in
verse 38, And Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant™ of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word--- Her worship was seen in her submissive obedience to the
Lord’s will to endure the shame of a pregnancy before marriage and be the earthly
mother of this Heavenly child. How will we respond to this truth? To follow Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Savior and accept the sinless sacrifice he made on your behalf would
change the way you view Christmas. | encourage you to do that today if you have not
already repented of your sin and followed Jesus. Those of us who know Christ, you
focus on the miracle that truly is our salvation, and that should change the way we
celebrate this season, from focusing on the sentimentality to seeing the glory of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Let’s pray.
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